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Pope Francis has declared an extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 
th thfrom Dec. 8 , 2015 to Nov. 20 , 2016. The opening words of 

the Bull of Indiction, Misericordiae Vultus (The face of 
Mercy), state that Jesus Christ is the “face of the Father's 
Mercy”.

Pope Francis himself explained the reason for declaring a 
special year of Mercy. He said “At times we are called to gaze 
even more attentively on Mercy so that we may become a more 
effective sign of the Father's action in our lives. For this reason 
I have proclaimed an extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as a 

special time for the Church, a time when the witness of believers might grow stronger and 
more effective” (The Face of Mercy, no. 3)

th
The proclamation of Jubilee is also meant to commemorate the 50  anniversary of the 
closing of the Second Vatican Council. Jubilee is an opportunity for us to enter into a 
season of special grace, to encounter God of Mercy and become merciful like the Father. 
If there is mercy in our hearts, there will be peace in the world. 

God was introduced to Moses as “a God of Mercy and graciousness, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex 34:6).  When faced with sin, God 
responds with fullness of mercy.  

The life of Jesus is a reflection of God's abounding mercy. The parables of the lost sheep, 
the lost coin, and the prodigal Son (Lk 15:1-32) are clear examples to illustrate the love, 
mercy and forgiveness of God.  Jesus was compassionate to the woman caught in the act 
of adultery.  The many sinners and outcasts who encountered Jesus experienced his 
merciful love.

Mercy is at the very foundation of the Church's life.  The time has come for the Church to 
take up the call of mercy to those facing injustice and atrocities of various kinds.  Every 
Christian should be an oasis of Mercy.  During this holy year of Mercy let us reach out and 
open our hearts to those living on the outermost fringes of our Society.

Fr. Bernard Rodrigues, SVD

Wishing you all a grace filled Advent and a joyful Christmas
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As 2015 draws to a close, the Universal Church begins a new 
Liturgical year with its first season of Advent.

What is Advent? Advent derives from the Latin word meaning 
'coming'. The Lord is coming.  For us Christians, the season of 
Advent anticipates the coming of Christ from two different 
perspectives. The general norms for the Liturgical year bring out 
this two-fold division of the Advent season.

1. It is a time of preparation for Christmas when the First Coming of God's son is recalled.

2. It is also a season when minds are directed by this memorial to the Second Coming at the end.

Psalm 40: 31 says “Those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.” Advent is thus a time 
of waiting, a time of expectation, a time of hope, and a time of preparation for him who is to come 
again.  Advent comes each year to remind us that the Second Coming of Jesus is a reality, just as His 
First Coming was. 
 
So as we keep our eyes fixed on the Lord whom we expect to come again at the end of time, let this 
Advent be a season to honestly evaluate our lives.

May the Word of God and the Sacraments be channels of bringing His abundant grace into us, so 
that we become the bearers of His kingdom in the broken world.

ADVENT � Waiting for the Lord Annette Fernandes

Readers are advised that this Vision publication is now available 
o n l i n e  i n  f u l l  c o l o u r !   P l e a s e  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.sttheresasbandra.org “News” and look under the  tab to access. 
 
If you wish to get on our mailing list and obtain an e-format copy, 
please send in your e-mail ID to  with a parishvision@gmail.com
request, specifying your Parish Community and Zone.

St.Theresa's announces its annual 
Crib Contest! The theme this year is 
“Mercy.” Prizes will be awarded 
in two categories: Individual 
and Community.  Entry forms 
will be available at the Parish 

Crib Contest

       Online

t hOffice starting 10  December. 
thJudging will take place from 26  

December onwards and prize-
winners will be announced 
during the New Year's Eve 
Thanksgiving Mass.
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Send in your suggestions / feedback to us at 
the parish office or at parishvision@gmail.com

www.sttheresasbandra.org
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Sheila Fernandes

fter our children flew the nest, I was tempted to 
hibernate into the New Year and skip the yuletide 
season. This would mean no sending of cards, no 
anxiety about finding the perfect gifts, no soaking of 
those raisins for the fruitcake, no decking the halls and 
no stirring the milk cream and marzipan. Leaping over 
this stressful season, I thought, would give me a shot at 
experiencing peace on earth, good will to all and 
maybe even a silent night. But is it easy - or even 
possible - to skip this supposed, most wonderful time 
of the year? Much to my chagrin, I discovered my 
resolve crumbled faster than the Rose Cookies. My 
husband sarcastically chimed, “It's all talk. As if you 
would ever forego the shopping, the to-ing and fro-ing 
from shop to shop, the Christmas tree, the carol 
singing, the lights, the decorations, the sweets.”  

That tongue-in cheek remark made me ponder about 
what all our festive-frantic activity was about? Was I, 
in the hustle and bustle of celebrating the festival, 
essentially missing out on rejoicing in the birth of 
Christ?  I began to realize that a real Christmas had 
nothing to do with the dress I wore, or with the variety 
of sweets I made, or the imported Christmas tree and 
decorations. 

I turned to the Bible for help and it told me plainly, 'turn 
your eyes upon the true Creator and Christ of 
Christmas – the light of the world.' And like the 
shepherds in Bethlehem all those centuries ago, I saw 
the light. Christmas gives us a wonderful opportunity 
to open our hearts to His gifts of forgiveness and 
righteousness. It celebrates living in harmony with the 
Lord and our neighbours, enjoying all of God's 
creations while caring for our natural resources and 
helping the poor and the powerless. 

So this Christmas as you put your up your crib, 
decorate the tree, make Kuswar, get that new dress 
tailored and prepare the big Christmas meal for the 
family, don't miss this opportunity to focus your 

attention on the coming of Emmanuel. If you 
miss it, you'll be skipping that one special, 

spiritual time of year. Don't skip 
Christmas. Rejoice at the coming       
of our Saviour. Come, let us  

adore  Him.
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Christmas comes 

                      
    but once a year…
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This year St. Theresa's celebrated Mission Sunday in a unique way, as instead of 
one day it lasted a whole week.  This year the focus was on the North-East 
Missions, designed to create greater awareness among parishioners.

th
Sun. 18  Oct. was in fact a triple celebration, as it marked:

1.   Mission Sunday. 
2.   Canonization of Louis & Zélie Martin, parents of our patroness St. Therese of 
      Lisieux.
3.   Conclusion of the Year of Consecrated Life for all religious.

Fr Ivan D'Silva, SVD, the main celebrant at the Holy Eucharist, in his homily 
emphasized that all baptized Christians are missionaries and are called upon to 
proclaim the word of God.

Fr Jolly, SVD - Assistant Parish Priest, said we should not only pray but also pay 
for the missions.  He spoke gratefully about his sponsors, a poor German couple, 
though they had little, yet who saved money to sponsor his studies at the seminary.

In order to support the North East Mission (ING), the parishioners made generous 
contributions in cash and by buying North-Eastern handicrafts 
during the whole Mission week and food items from stalls put up 
on Mission Sunday by our parishioners.

After Mass, a gathering of religious and laity assembled in the 
school hall to celebrate the consecrated lives in our midst. Priests, 
religious sisters, laity - young and old greeted each other, creating 
new bonds in the parish.  In attendance were St. Paul's Brothers, 
Pauline Sisters, Duruelo Sisters, priests from SVD house and 
Focolare members, together with parishioners.

The 70 or so seniors in attendance were later taught a 
new action song, which put all into a vivacious 
mood.  Even the very elderly and frail were seen 
shaking-a-leg and singing along with Deacon 
Evarist and Arun.  Deacon Evarist later narrated 
stories pertaining to the lives of seniors, some of 
them humorous and some not as much.

After a break of coffee and snacks, we were back to 
our seats where at random we were asked such 
questions as how we'd met our spouses, details of 
our wedding day, and the like. The unmarried 
singles spoke of their own unique life experiences.  
Everybody listened with rapt attention to the 
nostalgic trips down memory lane.

All later adjourned to the Council Room where a 
game of housie was followed by soft drinks and a 
biryani lunch organized by our ever-energetic 
Committee Members.  We ended the morning with a 
reminder of our motto, “Out of what we have in life, 
we will make music!”

November - December 2015

The Senior Citizens 
c e l l  o r g a n i z e d  a 
Recollection Day on 

ndThurs. 22  Oct. which 
started with a 10:00am 
Mass by Fr. Bernard.  
T h e  M a s s  w a s 
followed by a talk in 
the church itself by the 
charismatic Deacon 
Evarist Mascarenhas, 
who was otherwise 
a s s i s t e d  b y  A r u n 
D'Silva.

Deacon Evarist started off by suggesting that the 
seniors adopt the term “mature adults” to describe 
themselves and the wisdom gleaned from years of 
experiencing life.  He went on to speak about “love” 
and how the more you give, the more it comes 
bouncing back to you.

Yesterday Once More Theresa Menezes

Mission  Week  Celebrations Bertille Mendoza

5 November - December 2015

Sr. Citizen  1:  All  Bandra  Inter - Parish  Quiz?   Wow!  Let's  get  our                       
____________senior citizens together  – singers  and  dancers.
Sr. Citizen   2: It's a  Bible Quiz  dear  –  so we have to choose those with                       
____________Biblical versatility.
Sr. Citizen   1 : Oh dear! Then I'm out  –  I go to Mass daily but don't open   
____________my Bible. I know all the hymns through words and all.
Sr. Citizen 2: You can take part in the Antakshari since you know all        
____________the hymns.

Soon the team of 20 (8 men was a requirement) was put together and the 
quiz questions were studied with great enthusiasm with smaller teams of 3 
or 4 selected to answer particular questions and also to allow for memory 
malfunctions.

Sr. Citizen 1: I'm sure that answer is in Mark's gospel and you are               
_                        insisting  it  is  in  Luke.
Sr. Citizen   2:  Hey!  We're  both  wrong,  it  is  in  Mathew.

There was merry mayhem, when it came to the skit with conflicting   
scripts  and  ideas.

Sr. Citizen   3: The  theme  is  the  Bible  and  Save  the  Environment.
Sr. Citizen   4: No! It is the Environment and the Bible  -  I checked it out.

After much brainstorming our theme evolved. We proclaimed God's 
creation,  opening  with  the  Bible  quotation  from  Genesis. 
 

God's creation came alive through a fusion of dance, mime (using vocal sounds) to portray man's 
destruction and protection of the environment, and ended with 'Aradhna' a Hindi song of praise and a 
beautiful dance movement holding lights.

Veronica Macwan, our choreographer, was brave enough to take up the challenge of 
getting the 'ole girls and guys' to dance without a 'Humpty Dumpty' experience. Lucille Rodrigues  
willingly assisted with making us look like trees, flowers and bees. Jean Rodrigues of parish office       
fame,  ended  our  search  for  a  mascot  only  a  day  before  and  turned  into  a  beautiful  flowering  tree.  

Many sighs of thankfulness went up to the Holy Spirit who had kept our team spirits high.  It was the caring 
and sharing that came through loud and clear as we put our 'best foot forward' at the many rehearsals day 
after day.

Yes!  We  won  the  first  prize  for  the  skit,  and  brought  home  the  Runners-Up  Trophy  for  the  quiz.

We  did  it  for  His  glory  and  the  Parish.

The Picture Doesn't Say It All ... Noeline D'Costa

Interesting games were conducted as a means of getting to know 
one another. Creating an advertisement to draw youth to join 
religious orders, yielded some beautiful and light moments. 
Music drew many to the floor, including our young priests. 
Entertainment included a dance by the senior citizens, and by 
the Hindi-speaking parishioners. A sumptuous meal ended the 
fun-time. 



4

This year St. Theresa's celebrated Mission Sunday in a unique way, as instead of 
one day it lasted a whole week.  This year the focus was on the North-East 
Missions, designed to create greater awareness among parishioners.

th
Sun. 18  Oct. was in fact a triple celebration, as it marked:

1.   Mission Sunday. 
2.   Canonization of Louis & Zélie Martin, parents of our patroness St. Therese of 
      Lisieux.
3.   Conclusion of the Year of Consecrated Life for all religious.

Fr Ivan D'Silva, SVD, the main celebrant at the Holy Eucharist, in his homily 
emphasized that all baptized Christians are missionaries and are called upon to 
proclaim the word of God.

Fr Jolly, SVD - Assistant Parish Priest, said we should not only pray but also pay 
for the missions.  He spoke gratefully about his sponsors, a poor German couple, 
though they had little, yet who saved money to sponsor his studies at the seminary.

In order to support the North East Mission (ING), the parishioners made generous 
contributions in cash and by buying North-Eastern handicrafts 
during the whole Mission week and food items from stalls put up 
on Mission Sunday by our parishioners.

After Mass, a gathering of religious and laity assembled in the 
school hall to celebrate the consecrated lives in our midst. Priests, 
religious sisters, laity - young and old greeted each other, creating 
new bonds in the parish.  In attendance were St. Paul's Brothers, 
Pauline Sisters, Duruelo Sisters, priests from SVD house and 
Focolare members, together with parishioners.

The 70 or so seniors in attendance were later taught a 
new action song, which put all into a vivacious 
mood.  Even the very elderly and frail were seen 
shaking-a-leg and singing along with Deacon 
Evarist and Arun.  Deacon Evarist later narrated 
stories pertaining to the lives of seniors, some of 
them humorous and some not as much.

After a break of coffee and snacks, we were back to 
our seats where at random we were asked such 
questions as how we'd met our spouses, details of 
our wedding day, and the like. The unmarried 
singles spoke of their own unique life experiences.  
Everybody listened with rapt attention to the 
nostalgic trips down memory lane.

All later adjourned to the Council Room where a 
game of housie was followed by soft drinks and a 
biryani lunch organized by our ever-energetic 
Committee Members.  We ended the morning with a 
reminder of our motto, “Out of what we have in life, 
we will make music!”

November - December 2015

The Senior Citizens 
c e l l  o r g a n i z e d  a 
Recollection Day on 

ndThurs. 22  Oct. which 
started with a 10:00am 
Mass by Fr. Bernard.  
T h e  M a s s  w a s 
followed by a talk in 
the church itself by the 
charismatic Deacon 
Evarist Mascarenhas, 
who was otherwise 
a s s i s t e d  b y  A r u n 
D'Silva.

Deacon Evarist started off by suggesting that the 
seniors adopt the term “mature adults” to describe 
themselves and the wisdom gleaned from years of 
experiencing life.  He went on to speak about “love” 
and how the more you give, the more it comes 
bouncing back to you.

Yesterday Once More Theresa Menezes

Mission  Week  Celebrations Bertille Mendoza

5 November - December 2015

Sr. Citizen  1:  All  Bandra  Inter - Parish  Quiz?   Wow!  Let's  get  our                       
____________senior citizens together  – singers  and  dancers.
Sr. Citizen   2: It's a  Bible Quiz  dear  –  so we have to choose those with                       
____________Biblical versatility.
Sr. Citizen   1 : Oh dear! Then I'm out  –  I go to Mass daily but don't open   
____________my Bible. I know all the hymns through words and all.
Sr. Citizen 2: You can take part in the Antakshari since you know all        
____________the hymns.

Soon the team of 20 (8 men was a requirement) was put together and the 
quiz questions were studied with great enthusiasm with smaller teams of 3 
or 4 selected to answer particular questions and also to allow for memory 
malfunctions.

Sr. Citizen 1: I'm sure that answer is in Mark's gospel and you are               
_                        insisting  it  is  in  Luke.
Sr. Citizen   2:  Hey!  We're  both  wrong,  it  is  in  Mathew.

There was merry mayhem, when it came to the skit with conflicting   
scripts  and  ideas.

Sr. Citizen   3: The  theme  is  the  Bible  and  Save  the  Environment.
Sr. Citizen   4: No! It is the Environment and the Bible  -  I checked it out.

After much brainstorming our theme evolved. We proclaimed God's 
creation,  opening  with  the  Bible  quotation  from  Genesis. 
 

God's creation came alive through a fusion of dance, mime (using vocal sounds) to portray man's 
destruction and protection of the environment, and ended with 'Aradhna' a Hindi song of praise and a 
beautiful dance movement holding lights.

Veronica Macwan, our choreographer, was brave enough to take up the challenge of 
getting the 'ole girls and guys' to dance without a 'Humpty Dumpty' experience. Lucille Rodrigues  
willingly assisted with making us look like trees, flowers and bees. Jean Rodrigues of parish office       
fame,  ended  our  search  for  a  mascot  only  a  day  before  and  turned  into  a  beautiful  flowering  tree.  

Many sighs of thankfulness went up to the Holy Spirit who had kept our team spirits high.  It was the caring 
and sharing that came through loud and clear as we put our 'best foot forward' at the many rehearsals day 
after day.

Yes!  We  won  the  first  prize  for  the  skit,  and  brought  home  the  Runners-Up  Trophy  for  the  quiz.

We  did  it  for  His  glory  and  the  Parish.

The Picture Doesn't Say It All ... Noeline D'Costa

Interesting games were conducted as a means of getting to know 
one another. Creating an advertisement to draw youth to join 
religious orders, yielded some beautiful and light moments. 
Music drew many to the floor, including our young priests. 
Entertainment included a dance by the senior citizens, and by 
the Hindi-speaking parishioners. A sumptuous meal ended the 
fun-time. 



8

Bonjour Mes Amis Eleanora Merlin

(Editor's Note:  Eleanora Merlin (née Lazrado) originally of Eulalia (now 
thSouvenier) Bldg., 15  Rd., was an active member of our parish until she moved to 

the UAE in 1976, and more recently to France.  She writes to us from the village of 
Domléger in northern France, about 230 km NE of Lisieux)

Greetings from France, which unfortunately has been in the news lately for all the 
wrong reasons!  

th
Ooh la la … where do I begin?  Let me start at 15  Road, where my late parents, 
Casimir & Teresa Lazrado, moved in Aug. 1960 and I grew up at Eulalia in a 
family of six kids.

In those days, there were no proper roads at all in the neighborhood.  I remember walking through fields to 
get to St. Joseph's School and enjoying freshly plucked veggies and fruits along the way. Slowly TPS III 
developed, with the Little Flower buildings and other small residences triggering a rise in population.

Mass was initially held in the school hall until the church was constructed.  Fr. Leo Krzeminski was the 
Parish Priest then, and thereafter we had Fr. Kevin O'Toole, Fr. Leon Jungblut, Fr. Clement Godwin, Fr. 
Kurian Potananni, Fr. Joseph Puthumana, Fr. Anthony Furtado, Fr. Jacob Naloor, Fr. Charles Vaz, and the 
many other priests who served in the parish over the years.

Many may remember my mum Teresa who was actively involved in various parish associations, the 
Ladies Sodality, Legion of Mary, SVP and Don Bosco, distributing parish bulletins, and collecting funds for 
the Church.  Being a qualified nurse, she would also look after sick and elderly parishioners.

I had the opportunity to sing in the adult choir with Rocky Drego as Choir Master and Lizzie D'Souza as 
Organist.  In those days we sang from the choir loft, which afforded an awesome view of the altar.  The Mass 
was sung in Latin on feast days and special occasions, and in English on ordinary days.  I also took part in Fr. 
Charles' choir group for special events, and Arnold Pinto's choir group as well.
 
My early parish memories include the summer holiday camps, various sports and social activities, May 
devotions at the Grotto, walking novenas to Mount Mary for Bandra Feast, the annual Christ the King 
procession, Theresian Fêtes, carol singing at Christmas, and many other joyous experiences. I also recall the 

th1964 Eucharistic Congress, whose 50  anniversary was recently celebrated.

I left India for Abu Dhabi in Sept. 1976.  Then in April 1985, I met my husband Raymond, a French national.  
We got married in Feb. 1986 in St. Joseph's Church, Calais with my parents, brother and niece in attendance. 

During my long stay in Abu Dhabi, I was actively involved at St. Joseph's Cathedral there in the choir, music 
ministry and prayer group.  We had several choirs and Masses in 12 different languages to cater to the multi-
ethnic faithful!

Since my children were enrolled in French school, we also attended the French mass, with Raymond doing 
readings, our son Stephane as altar boy, and daughter Sophie and myself in the choir.  My knowledge of 
French from school and college came in handy!
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I was on the board of several organizations and associations in Abu Dhabi, and served as a “Roaming 
Ambassadress” for various causes.  Inspired by my Dad I also developed my talents as a professional bridge 
player, and served as the only lady on the badminton and tennis committees of the local oil company for 17 
years.

In 1998, I organized my first-ever group tour of North India for 26 ladies of the Women in Abu Dhabi 
association.  My family also got to travel a lot, visiting both France and India, which exposed my kids to the 
way we grew up in amchi Mumbai!

In 2010 my husband Raymond decided to leave Abu Dhabi and return to France after 34 years.  We're now 
settled in our country home here in the North of France (Picardie Region) and belong to St. Paul's Parish in 
Bernaville.  While Raymond assists at Mass and catechism and is the Asst. Mayor, I serve as cantor when 
required.

I've joined the prestigious Albert Laurent Chorale which performs at concerts and musical festivals in 
France and the UK.  I also play bridge at national-level tournaments as a member of the Abbeville Bridge 
Club.  As the only person of Indian origin in the area, my ethnic outfits often attract attention!

Since 2012, I have served as annual tour guide for French tourists desiring to explore Incredible India. We 
prefer to visit in the cooler months and it gives me great pleasure to escort French-origin visitors and 
showcase India's rich history and culture.

After the tour group returns to Paris, I usually stay back and unwind with family and friends, do some 
shopping, taste my favorite foods, and practice my Indian languages.  I try never to forget my roots and so 
attending mass at St Theresa's is a must!  It's a joy to witness the crowds and devotion, which stand in sharp 
contrast to the dwindling attendance at churches in France.

It was a delight when Pope Francis recently canonized Louis & Zélie Martin, parents of St. Thérèse of 
Lisieux, a model Catholic family.  Speaking of family, it has been a pleasure to host my brother, Fr. Erwin 

th
Lazrado, s.j. of the Gujarat Province here, and also my brother Elmer and his wife Daisy Lazrado of 15  
Road, all of who accompanied us on road trips to places of Catholic pilgrimage across France.

I plan to visit North India in early 2016 with local Rotary Club members.  Then in Feb, we are hosting an 
Indian-themed function here, complete with traditional aarti welcome, Indian flags and décor, music, 
visuals, food and sari demonstration, which should serve to promote India as a tourist destination.

I should mention that ever since leaving India, I have always kept up certain family traditions wherever I 
am.  So, for example, for the Monthi Fest in September, I prepare seven different local vegetables with the 
blessed noveh grains, which we eat on banana leaves with our fingers, a novelty for invited guests.

Every Christmas, I prepare homemade kuswar and share with our pastors, friends and neighbors.  On Good 
Friday, I distribute boiled gram or gotwal to parishioners after the service.  Funny, but certain habits and 
customs never die wherever you are residing.  I'm so proud that even though I'm a French citizen, I still 
continue my family traditions as an Overseas Citizen of India.

I take this occasion to wish all of the parishioners of my beloved St. Theresa's, Joyeux Noël et Bonne Année 
2016!  Au revoir et que Dieu vous benisse (may God bless you all)!

November - December 2015
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With November being the month of All Souls Day, parishioners of our four zones took time off from their busy 
schedules to remember recently departed members of their respective communities. 

thZone I offered a Mass for general intentions on Nov.4  with a special tribute and prayers offered for Anthony Pereira 
who passed away earlier this year.  Fr. Dinesh said the Mass at the PJ Club grotto and preached a homily on our fear of 
death, remembering his own father who died suddenly.  He exhorted all to spend quality time with senior members of 
the family as death comes “like a thief in the night.”  The Mass was followed by a short fellowship.

th
Zone II parishioners organized a Mass on Nov. 24  at UCDC 
to pray for the souls of 16 recently deceased members of the 
community.  The Mass was celebrated by Fr. George Crasta 
and had around 100 persons in attendance.  The evening 
ended with a brief fellowship.

Zone III parishioners gathered at Duruelo Convent School 
thgrounds on Nov. 9  to remember and pray for the departed 

souls of the community.

Fr. Nicholas, the zonal spiritual director, celebrated the Holy Eucharist.  In his humorous and 'out of the box' homily, 
which kept the congregation in splits, he put forth questions for us to reflect upon.  Some of the questions were, “Do 
we continue to offer masses for those who passed away many years ago or do we pray to them to intercede for us?” 
“Do we offer masses for the dead out of fear?” “Does St. Peter discriminate between souls depending on the amount 
of money paid for the Mass?”  However, he pointed out that the main objective of offering Masses for the departed 
should be done out of love and to seek the blessings of our dear ones.

The emotional part was when at the Offertory, each of the relatives brought up to the altar a rose as an offering, in 
memory of their dear one who had passed away during the year.

After the service, all those present were served a plate of snacks and a cold drink.  A round of Housie conducted by Joe 
Coutinho with his witty remarks, brought the evening to a pleasant end.
The Duruelo sisters and animators of the four communities in Zone III, are thanked and appreciated for their 
generosity, time and effort to make this event possible.  (Grace Vaz)

thZone IV had a Mass on Nov.13  at the Old Khar Village cross to remember and pray for the departed members of their 
community.  Fr. Jolly said the Mass and preached the homily.  The evening ended with a short fellowship.

November - December 2015

Our Parish, in co-ordination with Star Health Insurance and Wockhardt Hospitals, 
th

organized a Free Medical Check-up Camp for parishioners on Sun. 15  Nov, from 9:00am 
to 2:30pm.

Parishioners were initially registered and issued with tokens in the Parish office.  Four tables were set up in 
the Council Room for the various tests, which included Random Blood Sugar, Blood Pressure, Height, 
Weight, Body Mass Index (BMI), Bone Density, and an ECG if deemed necessary by the doctor, based on 
the other test reports.

128 parishioners availed of the service and were happy to receive a file each with their test results 
immediately on completion of their tests. In case further follow up with a specialist was called for, the 
doctor issued a free/discount voucher to be used at Wockhardt Hospital.

Joe Rodrigues

Remembering our Dearly Departed

Zone II

Free Medical Check-Up Camp

‘Inviting you to come and be blessed', said the parish poster and the 
handouts, and those who responded to the invitation have stated that it was 
indeed, a truly blessed spiritual experience for them. For all those present 

th st ndon 20 , 21  and 22  November there was a wonderful feeling of being one 
community, united in one Spirit – the Spirit of Christ. Perhaps one of the 
greatest blessings that we received was the grace to accept suffering in 
whatever form it is present in our lives – be it mental, emotional or 
physical. The teachings and testimonies of these 3 days gave a new lease of 
life to many who were in despair, or searching for answers to their life's 
problems. We need to understand one important truth – there is no quick fix 
solution in the Christian life. The Living God is our 'Only Security.’
 
Fr. Augustine Vallooran and his dynamic team from Potta were the 
powerful yet simple preachers of the Word of God.  Fr Augustine opened 
up to us the many treasures of the Truths of God's Kingdom. He encouraged 
us to 'set our minds on the things that are above' (Col3:2) and to rebuild our 
lives on the Word of God. The Word of God has very special power, it is 
'living and active' (Heb12).  He also shared with us the importance of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. He said that God reveals His love and mercy 
in a very tangible way in this Sacrament. God wants to make sure that we do 
not spiritually perish, hence He provides us with this Sacrament which is a 
sign of approval that we are forgiven by Him.

Glen and Teresa, the husband and wife singing duo, not only charmed us with their melodious voices and 
celestial music, but took us into heavenly realms in praise, worship and adoration in song. The Lord Jesus 
has endowed them with the grace to reach out through their music and song to draw us into His loving 
presence.

Maria Sangitha, in her powerful preaching that was interspersed with humour and relevant testimonies, 
reminded us that we were created by a God who is perfect in His work. Because of sin, much pain enters our 
lives and causes imperfections in us. Each one of us may have experienced abuse too – either verbal, 
physical or sexual – hence we need Christ's healing touch to make us a New Creation (2 Cor 5:17). She also 
reminded all Christian parents that they must be people of prayer, living the values taught by Christ so that 
they are living examples to their own children.

Falguni Mehta enthralled the Hindi speaking congregation for an entire day with her joyful presence, 
sharing the Word of God and singing Spirit filled songs while making melody on the keyboard. Oh, how 
they danced and sang and listened to the Word of God! It was encouraging to witness the 
response of the Hindi speaking group.

'Be merciful just as your Heavenly Father is merciful,' Luke 6:36, the Scripture passage 
on which the Outreach was based, pointed to the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy 

th
which will commence on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, December 8 , 

th2015. It will end on the Solemnity of Christ the King on November 20 , 2016. May we, 
through His merciful love and through the graces we have received during this 
Outreach, be instruments of His Mercy to this broken world.
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(Editor's note:  Sr. Celine Sebastine (dsp) and Royston Braganza attended The National 
Eucharistic Congress (NEC) held at St Pius College, Goregaon, from 12-15 Nov. 2015. They 
share here their experiences at the event and the messages by various speakers)

Nourished by Christ to nourish others
Sr. Celine Sebastine dsp

The Second Vatican Council describes the Eucharist as the 'source and summit of 
Christian life.' The National Eucharistic Congress substantiated and reaffirmed this 
fundamental truth. The Eucharistic Lord, the focal point of the Congress, provided 
super abundant blessings to the delegates gathered from all the dioceses of India. The 
solemn Eucharistic celebrations presided over by the cardinals, concelebrated by 77 
bishops and 180 priests and the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each day were 
moments of profound communion with the Lord and with all the people of our 
motherland.

Catechesis and Theological reflections helped us to deepen our understanding, appreciation and love for the 
Eucharist. Testimonies shared by people from various walks of life not only ignited our hearts but led us to a 
sincere introspection to recognize the quality of faith each one holds.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias in his inaugural address said “the National Eucharistic Congress will provide a 
spiritual experience for each participant; testimonies and moments spent in silence will lead to a deeper 
experience with the Lord.” Cardinal Telesphore Toppo, Archbishop of Ranchi in his keynote stated, “the 
Holy Eucharist is the heart and centre, the source and summit. From the Eucharist flows every authentic 
journey of faith, communion and witness. In the Eucharist the faithful experience His sustained presence.”

Papal Legate Cardinal Malcolm Ranjit, Archbishop of 
Colombo in his speech said, “It is with profound respect and 
humility that I join to celebrate the National Eucharistic 
Congress. In the faith we are all brothers and sisters whether 
we belong to this country or that.  We are loved by a God who 
does not know any limits.” The papal envoy continued “Jesus 
is the love that sacrifices itself; the love that opens out to 
others.” 

The Holy Father's message was video-screened. He exhorted 
us, “The Eucharistic Congress is not just for Christians but for 
the entire population of India.  He lives in every human heart. 
The Eucharist is strength for the weak and sinners, and 
sustenance for the journey. His body broken and blood shared 
leads us to solidarity with others. The one who is fed and 
nourished by the body cannot remain unaffected.”

The pilgrimage to the Bhate Bunder Shrine of Our Lady of 
Vailankanni in 27 buses and celebrating our faith in the 
Eucharistic Lord along with 20,000 faithful of the Uttan area 
was indeed a memorable one for all of us.

It was truly an Emmaus experience made present - “Did not 
our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on the 
road?”

11 November - December 2015

Luke's nameless one now has a name! Royston Braganza 

“Will Goregaon be an Emmaus for you?” Cardinal Oswald challenged us in his opening remarks at the National 
Eucharistic Congress (NEC), to which I was blessed to be one of the five delegates from Mumbai. And when the 
good Cardinal at the closing event exhorted us to take a pledge to “go back to your dioceses and share your 
encounter with the Lord,” I too came away inspired and energized to share my learnings.  I hope to conduct a few 
sessions in the parish or deanery (if there is interest) on the various topics discussed at the NEC.

The address by the Papal Legate, the Holy Father's video message and the various speeches and talks by the 
delegates, were truly inspiring.  I would like to share with you 3 specific quotes and 3 takeaways from the NEC.

1. Fr Vijay Thomas SAC (speaking on "The Eucharist and SCCs/BCCs"): Communion does not end at the 
communion rail. Stressed 4 aspects of early Christians: Koinonia (fellowship), Diakonia (service), 
Kerygma (Proclamation/witness), Leitourgia (worship)

2. Mr. Pushparajan (speaking on "The Eucharist and Family"): the 4 S's of Eucharist and family: Sharing, 
Sacrifice, Suffering and Service

3. Justice Kurien (personal testimony): We need to learn from the Eucharist the parable of the egg (useful 
only when broken).  Spouses to break themselves/their ego for each other; parents for children and vice 
versa, etc. 

My “heart burning within me” moment came at the pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Vailankanni in Uttan, where the simple and earnest faith of the multitude (nearly 20,000 
strong), and the catechesis on the waterfront (by Abp. Felix on the Eucharist and Mary) 
energized every one.
Upon reflection, if I was to summarize my takeaway in 3 words they would be - Family 
Mass, Family Meal and Family Mission.

I certainly brought back something incredibly more precious than the Kohinoor during 
this visit. After the NEC, Luke's nameless disciple (who accompanied Cleopas on the road 
to Emmaus when they encountered the Lord) now has a name – mine!
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Holy Eucharist is the heart and centre, the source and summit. From the Eucharist flows every authentic 
journey of faith, communion and witness. In the Eucharist the faithful experience His sustained presence.”

Papal Legate Cardinal Malcolm Ranjit, Archbishop of 
Colombo in his speech said, “It is with profound respect and 
humility that I join to celebrate the National Eucharistic 
Congress. In the faith we are all brothers and sisters whether 
we belong to this country or that.  We are loved by a God who 
does not know any limits.” The papal envoy continued “Jesus 
is the love that sacrifices itself; the love that opens out to 
others.” 

The Holy Father's message was video-screened. He exhorted 
us, “The Eucharistic Congress is not just for Christians but for 
the entire population of India.  He lives in every human heart. 
The Eucharist is strength for the weak and sinners, and 
sustenance for the journey. His body broken and blood shared 
leads us to solidarity with others. The one who is fed and 
nourished by the body cannot remain unaffected.”

The pilgrimage to the Bhate Bunder Shrine of Our Lady of 
Vailankanni in 27 buses and celebrating our faith in the 
Eucharistic Lord along with 20,000 faithful of the Uttan area 
was indeed a memorable one for all of us.

It was truly an Emmaus experience made present - “Did not 
our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on the 
road?”
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Luke's nameless one now has a name! Royston Braganza 

“Will Goregaon be an Emmaus for you?” Cardinal Oswald challenged us in his opening remarks at the National 
Eucharistic Congress (NEC), to which I was blessed to be one of the five delegates from Mumbai. And when the 
good Cardinal at the closing event exhorted us to take a pledge to “go back to your dioceses and share your 
encounter with the Lord,” I too came away inspired and energized to share my learnings.  I hope to conduct a few 
sessions in the parish or deanery (if there is interest) on the various topics discussed at the NEC.

The address by the Papal Legate, the Holy Father's video message and the various speeches and talks by the 
delegates, were truly inspiring.  I would like to share with you 3 specific quotes and 3 takeaways from the NEC.

1. Fr Vijay Thomas SAC (speaking on "The Eucharist and SCCs/BCCs"): Communion does not end at the 
communion rail. Stressed 4 aspects of early Christians: Koinonia (fellowship), Diakonia (service), 
Kerygma (Proclamation/witness), Leitourgia (worship)

2. Mr. Pushparajan (speaking on "The Eucharist and Family"): the 4 S's of Eucharist and family: Sharing, 
Sacrifice, Suffering and Service

3. Justice Kurien (personal testimony): We need to learn from the Eucharist the parable of the egg (useful 
only when broken).  Spouses to break themselves/their ego for each other; parents for children and vice 
versa, etc. 

My “heart burning within me” moment came at the pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Vailankanni in Uttan, where the simple and earnest faith of the multitude (nearly 20,000 
strong), and the catechesis on the waterfront (by Abp. Felix on the Eucharist and Mary) 
energized every one.
Upon reflection, if I was to summarize my takeaway in 3 words they would be - Family 
Mass, Family Meal and Family Mission.

I certainly brought back something incredibly more precious than the Kohinoor during 
this visit. After the NEC, Luke's nameless disciple (who accompanied Cleopas on the road 
to Emmaus when they encountered the Lord) now has a name – mine!
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I like the get-up of your parish publication in its online e-format. The 
colour pictures add a compelling 'read me' quality to the articles.

- Melville Mendonça
St.Anne's Parish

Thanks a million (for your e-format publication).  I enjoyed reading 
it.  Great work … congrats!

- Fr. Jolly, SVD
St. Theresa's Parish

One look at the Vision set me thinking … its colourfulness, layout 
plan, and the sequence of articles (thankfully short!) made you want 
to read it.  The topics are very well articulated. I was drawn to reading 
it from page to page as it felt that all those who had written had done 
so straight from the heart.  God bless all those hands that go into 
making the bulletin and to touching the hearts of all your readers.

- Premi Vaz
St. Anne's Parish

Christmas Punch

Ingredients : 1 cup pineapple juice
                       1 cup orange or sweet lime juice, to which is added juice of 2 lemons
                       1cup sugar
                       1cup spiced tea
                       1 cup Sparkling Wine or soda
 
Method : Blend all the juices, sugar and spiced tea together.  The Sparkling Wine or soda 
                should be added just before serving.  Before serving, garnish with cherries & 
                mint leaves for a festive look.
 
(Spiced tea recipe: Crush 1" stick cinnamon, 3 cloves, a slice of ginger, 1tsp tea 
leaves.  Boil all these ingredients in a cup of water for 5 minutes.  Strain and cool)

Readers 
Forum

Many of us may have noticed the newly renovated school 
quadrangle.  However, for those who have not, the entire 
quadrangle has been upgraded with new floor tiles, ceiling 
fans, recessed lamps, and a false ceiling with coloured LED 
lights, all beautifully designed to give it a classy look. The 
place is being let out for functions and fellowships. For further 
details regarding charges and availability, please contact the 
parish office
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fans, recessed lamps, and a false ceiling with coloured LED 
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place is being let out for functions and fellowships. For further 
details regarding charges and availability, please contact the 
parish office

Celia Williams

Sheila FernandesSheila Fernandes
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NOTICE FOR RECRUITMENT
Openings at Prrem's:

Shop 
Assistant
Opening : 2

Warehouse 
Assistant
Opening : 2

Customer Care 
& Logistics 
Executive
Opening: 1

Executive 
Assistant

Completed HSC or 
pursuing graduation

Completed HSC or 
pursuing graduation

Completed
Bcom, BAF, BBI, 
BMS

Completed Graduation 
in any stream

Prrem's is a Winter Travel concept store with over 16 years of experience in winter wear. It is your one-stop 
destination for travel and especially everything winter - from thermals to jackets to hoodies to accessories. You can 
get information and shop online at Prrems.com and the Prrem's store is located at Linking Road in Mumbai. 
To apply for any of the above openings, you can write to hr@prrems.com, along with your resume attached in the 
email. Kindly mention the position you are applying for in the Subject line.

Rs.6,000 to 
Rs.12,000/- based 
on education

• Understanding product line
• Assisting at the store counter
• Interaction with clients
• Guidance on requirement based 
on information given

• Ecommerce order fulfilment 
• Role of logistics in ecommerce industry 
& various players
• Generation of reports & analysis

• Fluent in English and email 
• Scheduling meetings and regular follow up 
• Maintaining records and files 
• Research on the internet, with summary

• Receiving goods 
• Stock take & management
• Tagging barcode stickers on garments

Rs.6,000 to 
Rs.12,000/- based 
on education

Rs.12,000 to 
Rs.15,000/-

Rs.12,000 to 
Rs.15,000/-

5, Nav Meghdoot Bldg, 535 Linking Road, Khar (W), Mumbai 400052  t: (91-22) 26495142   e: info@prrems.com   w: www.prrems.com

Saturday
December 5 

Sunday 
December 6 

'Christmas Bazaar' at UCDC, from 4:00pm to 9:00pm

'Jingle all the Way' from 8:00pm onwards on the church lawns

'Christmas Bazaar' at UCDC, from 4:00pm to 9:00pm

'Christmas Café' at 7:00pm on the church lawns.  
Theme: Year of Mercy.  Entry is free; all are welcome.

Tuesday 
December 8 
(Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception and the 
Commencement of the 
Year of Mercy)

Only one morning Mass at 7:00am

Evening Mass at 7:00pm
Candlelight procession to Duruelo Convent, followed by a homily 
preached by Fr. George Kaitholil, SSP, and ending with Benediction. 

Inauguration of 'Samaritan Helpline' during evening Mass
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Ivan Lemos
The Bombay Catholic Sabha  

Non-Agricultural Tax Alert
Parishioners may be aware that the Mumbai Suburban Collector levies a Non-Agricultural or 
NA Tax on all land ownings that fall within a Town Planning Scheme area.  The original 
rationale of this tax was to compensate for the loss of revenue on suburban plots that were 
converted from agricultural to non-agricultural use and developed for residential or 
commercial purposes.

This tax was earlier paid at the Talathi Office at Bandra located opposite the present-day BEST Bus Depot, 
which would issue postcard-sized assessments by postal mail and collect payment.  Though these postal 
assessments later stopped, law-abiding residents continued to pay the tax at the Talathi office, which later 
shifted to its present location at Podar School, Santa Cruz (W).

Many were surprised therefore when in September this year inspectors from the Collector's Office made 
unannounced visits to a number of properties within our parish, asking whether the NA Tax had been paid 
and if so to provide evidence thereof.  If not, the individual or society landowner was issued with a summons 
to a hearing at the Tehsildar's Office at Andheri West!

The authorities had earlier in 2010 attempted to unilaterally increase the NA Tax by several fold, but a 
concerted response by outraged taxpayers led to a stay of the proposed increase until the matter was 
addressed in the Legislative Assembly.  A question was also raised as to the validity of the annual tax.  To 
date, the government has not taken any decision in the matter.

Many landowners may however have been confused by whether the tax itself had been stayed or just the 
increase which was actually the case, and hence had stopped paying the tax entirely.  The surprise inspection 
and summons therefore served as a wake-up call and many rushed to the Talathi office to clear their tax 
backlogs or to the Tehsildar to explain the delay in payment.

The tax inspectors are also seeking to verify whether the user category for the structures on the plot of land in 
question has remained “residential” or has changed to “commercial” since the latter attracts a higher NA Tax 
levy.  It is pertinent to note that all gaothans and koliwadas do not fall within TPS boundaries and hence are 
not subject to the NA Tax.

Parishioners are advised to pay their annual NA Tax regularly, whether one has received an assessment 
notice or not.  Regular payment of NA Tax ensures that the land beneath structures (assessed separately by 
the BMC for Property Tax) remains in the name of the registered owner(s) and is not subject to a penalty by 
the tax authorities or a challenge by anyone else.

As mentioned, payment of this NA Tax should be made at the Talathi office, located at Podar High School in 
Santa Cruz (W).  Essential for payment of this tax is the “Khatha” number which is shown on one's prior tax 
assessment bills or receipts.  Cheque payments at the Talathi office should be issued in favor of “SBI Govt-
E-Collection A/c” and the receipt carefully preserved.

In addition to the NA Tax receipts, parishioners are also advised to obtain and keep at hand the following 
land or plot related documents:
 

1. The “7/12 Extract” or Saath Baarah Uthara, a history of ownership of the plot dating back to the 
earliest records, available from the Office of the Tehsildar at Andheri, West;
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2. The “Property Card” or statement of current ownership showing any recent transfers or changes 
made, available from the City Survey Office at Santa Cruz, West;

3. The “Survey Plan” or surveyor's drawing that depicts the shape and dimensions of the specific plot, 
which can also be obtained from the City Survey Office at Santa Cruz, West;

4. The “Tikka Sheet” or large map that depicts how one's own plot stands in relation to the adjoining 
plots of the neighborhood around it, also available from the City Survey Office.

5. The “DP Remarks” or comments on what the city planners have in store for the plot and its 
surroundings, available from the Office of the Chief Engineer (DP) at BMC HQ at Fort.

Individual or society landowners need to keep several plot-related numbers in mind when dealing with 
these matters:

a. the khatha number, relevant for NA Tax purposes; 
b. the CTS number as listed on the Property Card; and
c. the TPS Plot No. as depicted on the DP (Development Plan)

NA Tax assessments are made under Sections 111-117 of the Maharashtra Land Revenue Code 1966.  
While the authorities have indicated their desire to revamp the tax assessment formula and link it to the 
current market value of land as estimated in the annual Ready Reckoner, to date no decision has been taken 
in this regard.

Parishioners are asked to remain vigilant and ensure that our collective voices are heard if the authorities 
attempt to push through any unreasonable or unjustifiable NA Tax increase!

Unauthorized Ramp Demolished

Parishioners may recall recent news coverage of the surreptitious demolition of a flight of 
heritage steps at a slope within Pali Village and its replacement with an unauthorized ramp.

The fact is that the heritage steps had been constructed in earlier times to facilitate the passage of 
Pali Village residents who wished to traverse the steep gradient at the end of a village path that 
connected to Ambedkar Rd.  The path was too steep for vehicular traffic, hence the steps.

All of a sudden recently, almost overnight, the public heritage steps were quietly demolished and a smooth 
ramp built to facilitate the parking of cars owned by a neighborhood newcomer.  The move was evocative of 
a similar incident involving a Bollywood celebrity at Land's End.

Outraged at the unauthorized unilateral action and consequential blocking of the thoroughfare, Pali local 
resident Russel Pereira, assisted by Adv. Shane Cardoz and representatives of the NCP Bandra Taluka, 
swung into action and took up the matter with the local municipal authorities.

Theresa Aguiar of our Bombay Catholic Sabha unit also followed up the matter with our local Corporator, 
Asif Zakaria, and Asst. Municipal Commissioner H/W Ward, who arranged for the BMC's Maintenance 
Dept. to demolish the unauthorized ramp and restore the heritage steps.

Kudos to all those who helped ensure that the illegal actions of a self-centered individual were reversed, and 
the collective rights of the long-time residents of Pali Village were restored.

Ivan Lemos
The Bombay Catholic Sabha 
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2015 Christmas Season Programme 2015 Christmas Season Programme 

December 18 & 19, 
Friday & Saturday

Confessions:

7:30am to 8:00am

6:00pm to 7:00pm

7:30pm to 8:30pm

December 24, Thursday
(Christmas Eve)

No 7:00pm evening Mass

Christmas Mass at 10:30pm on the school grounds
preceded by Carol singing at 10:00pm

Homily preached by Fr. Cajetan Menezes, Secretary, Diocesan Family 
Commission & Director of Snehalaya Family Service Centre, Mahim.

December 25, Friday
(Christmas Day)

Masses at 7:00am, 8:30am & 10:00am
Mass in Hindi at 4:00pm
No evening Mass in English

December 27, Sunday
(Feast of the Holy Family)

Blessing of children during the 10:00am Mass

December 31, Thursday
(New Year's Eve)

Thanksgiving Prayer Service inside the church at 11:00pm
followed by Mass at 12:00 midnight

January 1, Friday
(New Year's Day)

Masses at 6:15am, 7:00am & 8:00am; and at 7:00pm

BAPTISMS (Born in Christ)
Gracie     d/o    Prasan & Premshila Kerketta    15 - 11 - 2015
Pooja      d/o    Mohan & Sumanlata Tigga         15 - 11 - 2015

                

Sebastian D'Souza                   61 years              17 - 11 - 2015
Leo Xavier Fernandes              83 years              20 - 11 - 2015

DEATHS (Rest In Peace)

Please Pray For

Editor: We invite readers to send in the names 
of those in special need of prayer by the parish 
community.

Recovery of 
Ignatius Sutari 

of Old Khar, who is in the 
ICU after undergoing   

bypass surgery and has 
now developed  further  

heart-related  
complications.

 
who are being relocated as 

the property moves 
towards development. We 
pray that the process goes 
smoothly and that we see 

the return of our fellow 
parishioners as soon as 

possible.

Residents of 

Pereira-wadi

The Parish Priests, Parish Pastoral Council and 
Vision Team extend warmest wishes to all parishioners for a 
Joyous & Holy Christmas and a Happy New Year!


