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The Church celebrates several feasts dedicated to Our Lady at this time of year: the 
Feast of the Assumption on Aug.15, the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 
Aug.22, the Feast of her Nativity on Sept.8, and the Feast of the Most Holy Name of 
Mary on Sept.12.  Each of these have different origins, but all speak to the Church's 
devotion to Mary as mother and as intercessor with her Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Mary's role in the mystery of Christ's life, death and resurrection can be traced back 
to about 150 AD.  The Protoevangelium of James (an apocryphal gospel) provides 
profound witness to this.  Another example is in the writings of St. Irenaeus around 
180 AD: “Eve was seduced by the word of Satan and rebelled against God's Word.  
Mary by the word of an angel received the glad tidings that she would bear God by 
obeying his Word.”

Archaeological findings give evidence of Marian Devotion in the First Three Centuries.  The Rylands 
Papyrus P-470 found in Egypt dating back to 250 AD reads: “we take refuge, O Mother of God.  Do not 
despise our petitions in time of trouble, but from dangers ransom us, singularly Holy, singularly Blessed.”  
There are also numerous examples of early Christians referring to Mary as Theotokos or the Mother of God.

During the Middle Ages, Marian devotion projected her role as heavenly queen and all-powerful 
intercessor.  The prayer, 'Hail Mary' attained its current form only in the 15th Century.  Marian devotions 
also spread due to the great apparitions: Guadalupe in Mexico (1531); La Salette (1846) and Lourdes (1858) 
both in France; Knock in Ireland (1879); and Fatima in Portugal (1917).

th
The Popes of the 20  Century have consistently encouraged devotion to Mary and defined the dogmas of her 
Immaculate Conception and her Assumption.  The proclamation of the Marian Year (1988-1989) by Pope 
John Paul II emphasized authentic 'Marian spirituality.'

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

This feast on Aug. 15 commemorates the death of Mary and her bodily assumption into Heaven before her 
body could begin to decay – a foretaste of our own bodily resurrection at the end of 
time.  It is the most important of all Marian feasts and a day of obligation.

The earliest printed reference to the belief that Mary's body was assumed into 
Heaven dates from the fourth century, in a document entitled "The Falling Asleep of 
the Holy Mother of God."  Tradition places Mary's death at Jerusalem or at Ephesus.

Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Aug. 22 is the Feast of the Queenship of Mary.  On this day the Church renews its 
consecration to her, believing that on the day of her Assumption, Mary our Mother 
was solemnly crowned by Christ and received by the whole court of Heaven as 
Queen. 

contd on pg 5...
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St. Augustine (feast day: August 28) was an early Christian theologian and 
philosopher, whose writings have had a major impact on Christianity.  Among 
other things, he helped formulate the doctrine of “original sin” and contributed to 
the development of the “just war theory.”  He also viewed the Catholic Church as a 
spiritual City of God, distinct from the material Earthly City.

St. Augustine was born in 354 AD in Roman Africa (modern-day Algeria) into an 
upper class family.  After his initial local schooling, he went to study at Carthage 
where he proved to be a brilliant student and orator.  Though he was raised a 
Christian, as a young adult he fell away from the faith and lived a hedonistic 
lifestyle, even fathering an illegitimate child.

He moved initially to Rome at age 29, and the following year to Milan, as a 
professor of rhetoric.  Though his devout mother Monica and his friends urged him to return to the Christian 
fold, he remained skeptical.  In Milan however he came under the influence of Ambrose, a spectacular 
orator (later saint), and was forever changed.

The story goes that one day, after being moved by a reading of the life of St. Anthony, Augustine heard a 
child-like voice say “Take up and read!”  Thinking that God intended him to hear those words, he picked up 
the book of the Letters of St. Paul and read the first passage his gaze fell on:

Romans 13, verses 13-14:

Not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying, but put on the  
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof.  

The words transformed Augustine.  He and his son were baptized in 387.  The following year while 
preparing to return to Africa, his mother Monica passed away.  On his return to Africa, his son also passed 
away.  Augustine then sold his family estate, gave away the proceeds in charity, and retained only the house 
where he set up a monastic foundation.

He was ordained a priest in 391, and was made Bishop of Hippo in 395.  He became a renowned preacher 
and authored two major works, an autobiographical Confessions in 397-98 and City of God in 410.  He led a 
monastic life and worked tirelessly to spread the faith in the North Africa region.  Inscribed on a wall in his 
room were the words: “Here we do not speak evil of anyone.”

Augustine preached and prayed with great fervor right up until his death in 430 AD.  “Too late have I loved 
you” he once cried to God, but with his holy life he certainly made up for the sins he committed before his 
conversion. He was canonized by popular acclaim and later recognized as a Doctor of the Church in 1298 by 
Pope Boniface VIII.  He is considered the patron saint of theologians, and the saint to ask to intercede in 
order to break a particular vice or bad habit.

Sheila Fernandes

he speeches on Independence Day exhorting 
citizens to emulate the qualities of the brave men who 
fought for our freedom, and the recent tributes paid to 
the much loved 'people's President' of our country, Dr. 
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, brought to mind the importance of 
role models in our lives.
 
At an awards ceremony on TV, this is what a young 
actor had to say, “I'd like to make a special mention of 
my parents who truly inspired me and helped me 
become the person I am today.  They sacrificed a lot to 
help me achieve my goals of acting and singing."
 
There is no doubt that the home provides first role 
models – parents or caregivers.  As children grow into 
teenagers and adults, a variety of other role models 
such as relatives, teachers and peers help to shape 
behaviour, build relationships and achieve goals.
 
Unfortunately, in today's increasingly materialistic 
world, where social status is given undue importance, 
it is hard to come by so worthy a role model … 
someone with a good character and integrity who will 
never fail us.

Through the media we are swamped with worship and 
praise for celebrities, professional athletes and pop 
culture icons.  These so-called 'role models' who have 
earned fame and fortune from the talents that God has 
blessed them with, often squander their lives away on 
drugs, bad behaviour and corruption, and let down 
those who look up to them.
 
However, regardless of who we look up to in this 
world, we as baptized Christians are called to be all that 
Jesus was – to imitate everything about his life and to 
do what he did.  We can be sure that he will never let us 
down.

The apostle John made it clear that we should imitate 
others only to the extent they imitate Christ. “Beloved, 
don't imitate that which is evil, but that which is good.  
He who does good, is of God.  He who does evil, hasn't 
seen God.”

August - September 2015

St. Augustine compiled from the internet by Candy Vaz & Yorick Fonseca

On Modeling A Role Model 

August - September 2015

St. Theresa's Parish Feast celebrated at 9:00am Mass, 
followed by Fun Day on the school grounds at 11:00am.Sunday 

4th October 

Gujarati community:
Mass at Mt. Mary's Basilica at 11:30am, followed by get together. 

Saturday 
19th September 

Outreach program organized by Spirit of Love Prayer Group and conducted by 
Rev. Dr. Augustine Vallooran VC & team from Divine Retreat Centre, Potta. 

20th - 22nd
November 

Migrant Community celebrates “Karam Festival” with Mass at 3:00pm.
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What Christ has done in Heaven and the Church has done on our 
behalf we should now do individually, that is, we should recognize 
Mary's Queenship, enthrone her in our homes and consecrate 
ourselves to her.

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The Feast of Mary's Nativity on Sept. 8 has been celebrated since the 
sixth century, when St. Romanos the Melodist, an Eastern Christian, 

composed a hymn for the feast.  The feast spread to Rome in the seventh century, but it was a couple more 
centuries before it was celebrated throughout the West.

The source for the story of the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary is the Protoevangelium of James.  From it, 
we learn the names of Mary's parents, Joachim and Anna, as well as the tradition that the couple was 
childless until an angel appeared to Anna and told her that she would conceive. 

Feast of the Most Holy Name of Mary

This Feast celebrated on Sept. 12 dates back to 1684 when Pope Innocent XI first 
included it in the General Roman calendar.  The feast is a counterpart to the Feast 
of the Holy Name of Jesus on Jan. 3.  The feast commemorates all the privileges 
given to Mary by God, and all the graces received through her intercession and 
mediation. 

In summary, Mary has over the centuries become a source of inspiration and a 
model of daily living.  Devotion to Mary has become a true treasure of the 
People of God.

My prayer is that we at St. Theresa's increase our devotion to Mary, and turn to 
her as the one who will aid us in our dark hours, rejoice with us in our joys and 
the one who will always lead us to the foot of the Cross, and from there to our 
heavenly home.

Devotion to MaryUnderstanding Other Faiths Yorick Fonseca

My Vocation Story Fr. George Crasta, SVD

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my saviour.” 
(Lk 1:47)  In the words of Mother Mary, my heart is filled with gratitude to the Almighty for 
choosing me, an unworthy person, to serve in His vineyard i.e. in the Society of the Divine 
Word.

My call to the priesthood began in 1992.  As a boarder in primary school, I used to attend 
Holy Eucharist along with my other boarding companions. Over time in this community of 
faith, I took an interest in helping out with collecting the hymn books and putting them 
away in the cupboard, switching off the lights, closing the church doors and windows, etc.  

Later I joined the Altar Servers group.  Here I experienced the love and care of religious Sisters and 
Brothers, and it was then that I first began to think about the priesthood.  At the same time two of my elder 
sisters joined the convent and this boosted my desire to join a religious congregation.

My parents are devout Catholics. My family has never missed evening prayers, saying the rosary and 
reading scripture.  I am grateful to my parents, brother and sisters for their prayers and encouragement to 
serve as a priest in the vineyard of the Lord.

After completing my schooling in the year 2000, I joined the Society of the Divine Word and was ordained 
nd

on 2  May 2014.  Though it is only 15 months since my ordination, the priesthood so far has been an 
amazing journey for me, filled with much joy and happiness.

August - September 2015 August - September 2015

Religion plays an important part in the lives of most people.  It influences society and 
every sphere of human endeavor.  Given its wide reach, why is it at times such a 
polarizing force?  How could something that teaches peace, love, hope and charity, be, at 
the same time, the cause of so much violence?

This is perhaps the most serious issue that we all face today.  As the great theologian Rev. 
Hans Küng once said, “There can be no peace among nations and civilizations without 
peace among religions.”  Religions can and must act as great midwives of a new world 
order, an era of peace.

To foster greater understanding, the Retreat House at Bandra is currently conducting a series on Getting to 
Know Other Faiths, being attended by a few interested Theresians.  The course covers the major Middle 
Eastern or Semitic faiths, viz. Judaism, Christianity, Islam and Zoroastrianism, and the major Indic ones, 
viz. Hinduism, Jainism, Sikhism and Buddhism.

The central theme that runs through all of the religions is the common attempt to explain age-old questions 
that humans have long pondered, and the philosophical effort to discern the Divine.

The course is being taught by Fr.Lancy Prabhu, S.J. and Fr.Aubrey Mascarenhas, S.J. both experts in the 
field. The lectures and handouts are supplemented with videos. Course participants will have an 
opportunity on the last day to engage in an inter-religious dialogue with others.

The roots of the Catholic Church's reorientation towards other faiths can be traced back to the documents of 
the Second Vatican Council and in particular Nostra Aetate (In Our Time) or the Declaration on the 
Relation of the Church with Non-Christian Religions issued in 1965. Today, the Church engages in 
regular dialogue with other major religions, in an effort to foster mutual understanding, peace and harmony.

The migrant community recently got a chance to show off their athletic skills at the Chhota 
Nagpur Football Tournament held on the St. Theresa's School grounds in early August.  The 
community includes urban migrants from Jharkhand, Orissa, MP, Chhattisgarh and Assam.

The tournament, organized by Maitri Sanghatan and the St. Theresa's Church Sports Club over two 
weekends, saw eight teams compete: two from Vasai, four from Bandra, and one each from Chembur and 
Alibaug.  The finals had St. Theresa's go head-to-head with Vasai, with the latter team, captained by Nilesh 
Bharwa, winning the trophy.

Many thanks to Fr. Bernard, Fr. Jerome, the organizing committee and members of Maitri Sanghatan, and 
to sponsor Placidius Lakda who instituted the trophy in memory of his late son, Anjul, a student at Atomic 
Energy (BARC) Central School and an active participant in inter-school football tournaments.

                                                                                                                        
Shanti Daan conducted a prayer service at our church for the Hindi-speaking community on Sun. 

th30  Aug. which featured praise and worship, preaching, Eucharistic adoration and a special healing.  
More than 150 persons attended the mini-retreat and participated with great devotion. 

Migrant Community Report
Football Tournament

Prayer Service Bimla Kujur

Jacintha Kerketta
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Feast of the Assumption & Independence Day
Ivan Lemos

th
The Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady was celebrated on Sat. 15  Aug., which also marked 68 years of 
India's independence.  At the 7:00am Mass, Fr. George Crasta exhorted the congregation to follow the 
example of Mary, who unquestioningly accepted the will of God and devoted her life to her Son.

Mass was followed by a flag-hoisting ceremony organized by the parish unit of the 
Bombay Catholic Sabha with around 75 persons in attendance.  Fr. Jolly and BCS 
unit members Theresa Aguiar and Farida Farias led the congregation in an opening 
prayer.  Chief Guest Royston Braganza later hoisted the national tricolour.

The salutation of the flag and singing of the national anthem was followed by a 
fellowship of tea, biscuits and snacks, and two patriotic songs sung by Michelle 
Sutari.

August - September 2015 August - September 2015

Pause to Ponder

Contrary to popular belief, money is not the root of all evil.  In fact, it never was.  Instead, 
it is an unconstrained love for money that is the root of all evil.  As 1 Timothy 6:10 
befittingly says, “For the love of money is the root of all evils; it is through this craving 
that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced their hearts with many pangs.”

Sadly, throughout history, greed has been the driving force for the most outrageous and unforgiveable of 
human behaviours.  More than any other earthly temptation, most human beings are inherently greed-
ridden when it comes to the pursuit of wealth and cold hard cash.

Money is however a resource that is required to fund our daily living, essential needs and retirement, but it 
should never drive our baser instincts.  Regrettably, be modest and 'use without abuse' is hardly a mantra 
that most people are accustomed to considering or pursuing.

Let's teach ourselves then that money is constantly on the move.  It does not provide long-term 
companionship nor does it offer enduring fulfilment.  Just enough to sustain your basic living, is all that is 
really needed.  As Hebrews 13:5 conveys, “Keep your life free from the love of money, and be content with 
what you have; for he has said, “I will never fail you nor forsake you.””

Unwanted accumulation of this particular resource opens a doorway to an unending, insatiable lust for a 
mere earthly commodity. Deep-seated greed for money is the root of all evil and we would truly be better off 
if we, as an entire race, bid it a collective adieu.

Vianney Sunday Lucia Mendes

Through the centuries, Christ's mission of salvation has 
been extended over all the earth by priests who leave all to 
gain all.  Acknowledging their work and sacrifice, we at 
St. Theresa's Parish felicitated and prayed for our priests 

that a special 10:00am Mass on Sun. 9  Aug., the Feast of 
St. John Vianney, patron saint of priests.

Fr. Dinesh in his homily explained how God had worked 
in mysterious ways in the life of St. Vianney.  He further 

elaborated that what matters to God is not our ability or inability but our availability.  St. Vianney was 
sometimes the butt of ridicule by fellow students, yet he was never roused to anger.  Instead, it was his 
simplicity, piety and love for God that made him an icon in the universal Church.

A video titled “A Priest Forever” featuring the lives of retired priests 
who had worked unstintingly for the Church in Mumbai was later 
screened.   It was amazing to see that many of them, though advanced in 
years, were still full of zeal and cheerful.  It made us realize that priests 
are humans beings as well, who have denied themselves of personal 
comforts, of family and homes, to spend their entire lives in the service 
of the Lord.

As the choir sang 'Keep them we pray thee dearest Lord' our hearts filled with prayer for the wellbeing of our 
priests.  After Mass, it was heartening to see a large number of parishioners greet the priests.  This was 
followed by a lunch party hosted by the PPC members, where our priests enjoyed themselves and took part 
in the games so sportingly that one could see their 'human heart' at play.

Kriselle GonsalvesMoney � The Root of Evil?

Independence Day at UCDC
UCDC besides its social service activities, also inculcates 
patriotism in the children that attend the Balwadi and among its 

th
staff.  To mark the 69  year of our Independence, preparation at 
UCDC started weeks ahead, with invitations going out to its 
patrons, training of the Balwadi children, dance practices, etc. 
involving faculty, staff and students.

The Chief Guest, Mrs. Alka Kerkar, Hon'ble Dy. Mayor and 
Municipal Councilor, unfurled the national flag which was 
followed by the singing of the National Anthem.  

Awards of Appreciation for yeomen service to the Centre were conferred on Adv. Deepa Nawany, Mrs. 
Shalina Colaco, Ms. Gazella Thomas and Mr. Ian Robertson.   The Men's Fashion Design section was also 
inaugurated. An entertaining cultural programme kept the guests enthralled, with items put up by the tots, 
students and the senior citizen group.

Fr. George Crasta gave the vote of thanks and all those 
who attended the event were served a glass of delicious 
payasam lovingly prepared by the staff of UCDC.

Sheila Fernandes
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Pope Francis recently announced the convoking of a jubilee “Year of Mercy” that will 

serve as an opportunity for the Church to make more evident its mission of being a 

witness of mercy.  The announcement was made at a Lenten penitential service at St. 

Peter's Basilica.

"I am convinced that the whole church – that has much need to receive mercy because 

we are all sinners – will find in this jubilee the joy to rediscover and render fruitful the 

mercy of God, with which we are all called to give consolation to every man and woman 

of our time," Francis said in announcing the year.

"Let us not forget that God pardons and God pardons always," the pope continued. "Let us never tire of 

asking for forgiveness."  The pope also said that he wants the church to live the upcoming holy year "in the 

light" of Jesus' words in the Gospel of Luke: "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Pope Francis has made mercy a central theme of his papacy, speaking of it often in homilies and in his texts. 

His apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium ("The Joy of the Gospel") uses the word 32 times.

A jubilee year is a special year called by the church to receive blessing and pardon from God and remission 

of sins.  The Catholic Church has called jubilee years every 25 or 50 years since the year 1300 and has also 

called special jubilee years from time to time, known as extraordinary jubilee years.

The last jubilee year was held in 2000 during the papacy of Pope John Paul II and was known as "the Great 

Jubilee."  The last extraordinary jubilee was held in 1983 to celebrate 1,950 years since the death and 

resurrection of Jesus.

Pope Francis said that the jubilee Year of Mercy would begin on Dec. 8, 2015 the feast of the Immaculate 

Conception, and will close on Nov. 20, 2016, the feast of Christ the King.

The Pontifical Council for Promoting New Evangelization, which is organizing events for the Holy Year of 

Mercy, recently published a full calendar of events.  It starts with the opening of the doors of various 

Basilicas, as a sign of God's opening a new pathway to salvation.
  
The calendar includes jubilee celebrations for various groups such as consecrated men and women, 

deacons, priests, catechists, the sick and disabled, prisoners, volunteers and youth.  A “24 Hours for the 

Lord” special penitential liturgy at St. Peter's Basilica is planned for March 4, 2016.
  
The St. Theresa's Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) is planning its own special events to mark the upcoming 

jubilee Year of Mercy.N
E

W
S

Congrats!
Congratulations to all participants from St. Theresa's Parish, part of the North-East Zone, 
which came second overall in the recently concluded St. Andrew's All-Bandra Talent Contest 
(“Zonals”) 2015 with a combined score of 479 points.  We were also awarded the “Most Musical 
Zone” prize for outstanding performances in both instrumental and vocal categories.  
Way to go … thanks for making us all proud!

Jubilee Year of Mercy Yorick Fonseca

8

Celebrating St. Alphonsa Yvette Miranda

The St. Alphonsa Community of Zone III came together on July 28 to celebrate the Feast of 
its patron saint at an enjoyable event at Duruelo Convent.

The evening commenced with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist by Fr. Nicolau, during 
which he preached an inspiring homily, enumerating the virtues of St. Alphonsa, who had 
to suffer many hardships and trials.  Fr. Nicolau also described the admirable qualities of 
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, the people's president, who had passed away the previous day.  He 
said that both should be role models for us.

Mass was followed by a lively get together with fun and games. This served to bring the members of the St. 
Alphonsa Community closer to one another. We hope to organise similar events in the future, to strengthen 
the bonds within the community and in the parish.
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Senior Citizens Celebrate
Farida Farias & Philo Furtado

The senior citizens of our parish came together on 
Sunday 16 August to enjoy themselves at the 
Theresian Diamonds Annual Independence Day 
get-together.  The well-organized event was held in 
the cool comfort of the recently renovated school 
quadrangle, with each guest greeted with a green, 
white or orange coloured bow in keeping with the 
theme of Our India.

The evening kicked off with the Theresian Dancers 
moving to the beats of "Jai Ho" which was followed 
by a Grand March.  Innovative games, a quiz, housie 
and prizes galore kept everyone happy and 
involved. TYM members Ornella and Nikita did an 
excellent job of compering the show and kept 
everyone nimble and tapping their feet to the action 
songs played by Dion Sound.  Snacks and a cold 
drink later helped to maintain energy levels.

The programme came to an end with words of 
encouragement by Fr. Bernard.  Many thanks to our 
sponsors and the efforts of the Managing Committee 
of the Theresian Diamonds.  We hope there will be 
many more such functions.

BCS Family Day
Ivan Lemos

The parish unit of the Bombay Catholic Sabha 
organized an excursion for its members and guests to 

rdManori Village on Sun. 23  Aug., which doubled as 
a Planning Meeting and Family Day.  The outing 
was held at Kinny's Resort & Farmhouse, with 
owners Morris Kinny and his family playing 
gracious and hospitable hosts.

Around 30 persons went on the outing.  While the 
BCS unit Managing Committee met for two hours to 
brainstorm ideas and plan events for the year, the 
spouses and children spent time relaxing and in the 
pool.

All later came together for a group sing-along, 
dancing and games, followed by a buffet lunch.  In 
the evening, everyone delighted in the Kinnys' 
home-grown vegetables and fruits offered at very 
reasonable rates.

The outing served as a means for members and their 
families to bond in an informal setting.

The Theresian Youth Movement (TYM) welcomed 
their newly elected office bearers on July 23, under 
the leadership and guidance of their Spiritual 
Director, Fr. Bernard. The new office bearers are: 
Ornella Hanso – President; Nicole Sequeira – Vice 
President; Neala D'Silva – Secretary; Trisha 
Fernandes – Treasurer; and Rebecca Ferreira – 
Youth Representative at Diocesan & Deanery 
meetings. TYM meetings are held on the first 
Thursday of the month.

New Leadership at TYM
Malaika Sutari

The 15th Road SCC organised a free eye test camp 
th

for its members on Sun.19  July, in collaboration 
with Joseph Opticians of Ambedkar Rd.  On offer 
was a 20% discount on frames and lenses. The camp 
was initially planned for three hours but was 
extended to five hours in light of the overwhelming 
response.  Around 40 persons attended and half as 
many had to be turned away due to time constraints.  
Another such camp may be planned later.

Eye Camp Joe Rodrigues
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Family & Media Revolution Yorick Fonseca
The Daughters of St. Paul and the Lay Pauline Co-operators organized a symposium on 

th“Family in the Context of Media Revolution” on Sun. 30  Aug. at the DSP's Multi-Purpose 
Hall on Waterfield Road.

The well-attended event featured a distinguished panel of speakers including: Dr. Jeannette Pinto, ex-
Principal of Sophia College, who spoke on the Effect of Media on the Family; Fr. (Dr.) Stephen Fernandes, 
professor at the Goregaon Seminary, who made a presentation on the Impact of the Media on Public Morals; 
and our own Royston Braganza, who addressed the topic of the Role of the Media in the Faith Formation of 
the Family.

The event was moderated by respected writer and commentator, Dr. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, and moderated 
by Mr. Ladislaus D'Souza.

As the speakers all agreed, the modern media is neither good nor bad but a neutral vehicle or means of 
communication.  The consensus was that we, as Catholics with Gospel values, need to develop in ourselves 
and in our children, the ability to discern good vs. bad media content, and also learn how to use modern 
media to spread the Word of God.

The event ended with the launch of a book “Raising Responsible Teens in a Digital World” by Brian 
Housman, now available at the Daughters of St. Paul bookstore.

Many thanks to the Daughters of St. Paul and the Lay Pauline Co-operators for organizing such an excellent, 
thought-provoking and topical event.

Scholarships for Minority Students
Ivan Lemos
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Eligible students are invited to apply for the 
following scholarships being offered to meritorious 
and deserving candidates for the academic year 
2015-2016:

a) Govt. of India Post-Matric Scholarship 
Scheme: for minority students pursuing higher 
education from Std.11 to Ph.D. level, as well as 
al l  professional and diploma courses.  
Appl icat ions  accepted onl ine  only a t 
www.scholarships.gov.in by Sept. 15.

b) Maulana Azad National Scholarship 
Scheme for Minority Female Students: for 
eligible girl students of Class 10.  Applications 
accepted offline by Sept. 30.  Forms at parish 
office.

c) Bombay Catholic Sabha, St. Theresa's 
Annual Scholarship Awards: meritorious 
award for Class 10 and Class 12 students.  
Application forms at Parish Office. 

The Bombay Catholic Sabha Parish Unit stands 
ready to help applicants with any of the above. 

Seeking to bring the Divine 
Light via the Word of God 
to all at home, the Divya 
Jyoti Community of Zone 
III met on Mon. April 27, 
2015 at 7:30 pm on the 

common grounds of Little Flower Nos. 6, 7 & 8 to 
celebrate the Holy Eucharist with the sick, aged and 
housebound of our community.

Our outgoing Zonal Pastor Fr. Sunil was the main 
celebrant at the Mass.  He was happy to attend and 
said a special prayer for the community, especially 
for the sick, the aged and the housebound.

The Eucharistic celebration was well attended. The 
children's participation and community choir was 
inspiring to all.

The evening ended with fellowship, crunchy 
snacks, delicious cake gifted by a community 
member, and an enjoyable game of housie which 
was appreciated by all!

Many thanks to Councillor Elayne and her team of 
animators (Vivian, Igy, Joanita & Rudy) for making 
all the arrangements.

A Lamp Unto Thy Feet
Anita Pinto

Parents Day Andrea Fernandes

The Family Cell and Sunday School catechists celebrated Parents Day at the 8:30am 
thMass on Sun. 26  July, on the occasion of the Feast of Sts. Anne & Joaquim.  It was 

wonderful to see the church filled with three generations, with the offertory taken up 
by grandparents and their grandchildren!

Father Jolly's thought-provoking homily emphasized the importance of family time.  In today's fast-paced 
world, he said, family members need to spend quality time with one other.  At meal and other family times, 
all distractions such as the TV, mobile or computer should be switched off, enabling family members to 
interact and create strong bonds with one another.

Parents and grandparents should also guide their children both academically and spiritually, he continued.  
Setting aside time for family prayer will help children to grow closer to God.

The Mass ended with a short dance performance by the children.  Thereafter, Family Cell members 
distributed cake to all.

Parents then joined their children for a peek into the world of Sunday School, where they got a chance to 
meet the teachers, participate in interactive games, and enjoy the skits, songs and performances put on for 
their benefit.  It was pleasing and enlightening to sit alongside one's child at Sunday School, and experience 
first-hand all that they learn about the Catholic faith.

Kudos to the Sunday School teachers and Family Cell for organising such a beautiful morning for the 
parents & grand-parents of our parish!
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communication.  The consensus was that we, as Catholics with Gospel values, need to develop in ourselves 
and in our children, the ability to discern good vs. bad media content, and also learn how to use modern 
media to spread the Word of God.

The event ended with the launch of a book “Raising Responsible Teens in a Digital World” by Brian 
Housman, now available at the Daughters of St. Paul bookstore.

Many thanks to the Daughters of St. Paul and the Lay Pauline Co-operators for organizing such an excellent, 
thought-provoking and topical event.

Scholarships for Minority Students
Ivan Lemos

August - September 2015 August - September 2015

Eligible students are invited to apply for the 
following scholarships being offered to meritorious 
and deserving candidates for the academic year 
2015-2016:

a) Govt. of India Post-Matric Scholarship 
Scheme: for minority students pursuing higher 
education from Std.11 to Ph.D. level, as well as 
al l  professional and diploma courses.  
Appl icat ions  accepted onl ine  only a t 
www.scholarships.gov.in by Sept. 15.

b) Maulana Azad National Scholarship 
Scheme for Minority Female Students: for 
eligible girl students of Class 10.  Applications 
accepted offline by Sept. 30.  Forms at parish 
office.

c) Bombay Catholic Sabha, St. Theresa's 
Annual Scholarship Awards: meritorious 
award for Class 10 and Class 12 students.  
Application forms at Parish Office. 

The Bombay Catholic Sabha Parish Unit stands 
ready to help applicants with any of the above. 

Seeking to bring the Divine 
Light via the Word of God 
to all at home, the Divya 
Jyoti Community of Zone 
III met on Mon. April 27, 
2015 at 7:30 pm on the 

common grounds of Little Flower Nos. 6, 7 & 8 to 
celebrate the Holy Eucharist with the sick, aged and 
housebound of our community.

Our outgoing Zonal Pastor Fr. Sunil was the main 
celebrant at the Mass.  He was happy to attend and 
said a special prayer for the community, especially 
for the sick, the aged and the housebound.

The Eucharistic celebration was well attended. The 
children's participation and community choir was 
inspiring to all.

The evening ended with fellowship, crunchy 
snacks, delicious cake gifted by a community 
member, and an enjoyable game of housie which 
was appreciated by all!

Many thanks to Councillor Elayne and her team of 
animators (Vivian, Igy, Joanita & Rudy) for making 
all the arrangements.

A Lamp Unto Thy Feet
Anita Pinto

Parents Day Andrea Fernandes

The Family Cell and Sunday School catechists celebrated Parents Day at the 8:30am 
thMass on Sun. 26  July, on the occasion of the Feast of Sts. Anne & Joaquim.  It was 

wonderful to see the church filled with three generations, with the offertory taken up 
by grandparents and their grandchildren!

Father Jolly's thought-provoking homily emphasized the importance of family time.  In today's fast-paced 
world, he said, family members need to spend quality time with one other.  At meal and other family times, 
all distractions such as the TV, mobile or computer should be switched off, enabling family members to 
interact and create strong bonds with one another.

Parents and grandparents should also guide their children both academically and spiritually, he continued.  
Setting aside time for family prayer will help children to grow closer to God.

The Mass ended with a short dance performance by the children.  Thereafter, Family Cell members 
distributed cake to all.

Parents then joined their children for a peek into the world of Sunday School, where they got a chance to 
meet the teachers, participate in interactive games, and enjoy the skits, songs and performances put on for 
their benefit.  It was pleasing and enlightening to sit alongside one's child at Sunday School, and experience 
first-hand all that they learn about the Catholic faith.

Kudos to the Sunday School teachers and Family Cell for organising such a beautiful morning for the 
parents & grand-parents of our parish!
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Living the Faith Yorick Fonseca

In an effort to truly live the faith and spread the Word, the parish, led by 
its Proclamation Cell, recently started three initiatives designed to 
extend a helping or comforting hand to those in need in our local and 
extended community.

The first, a Food Kitchen in the church grotto area that was inaugurated 
ston Fri. 21  Aug., answers the Gospel call (Matthew 25:35-40) to “Feed 

the Hungry.”  While the first Friday saw a turnout of about 60, the 
second Friday (sponsored by the Gujarati community) attracted 
around 80, and the third Friday around 40 with the balance given 
to Mother Teresa's Roses.

The weekly event has been fairly well organised, with volunteers 
going out into the streets and by-lanes to call on the poor, and 
others making on-site seating arrangements, serving food, 
accepting donations, cleaning up, etc.  The Rs.25 per-head cost is 
being covered by parish funds and donations; additional donors 
or sponsors are needed and welcome.

th
The second initiative launched on Mon. 24  Aug. has involved the opening up of a School Classroom 
Space in the evenings to enable poor neighbourhood children a quiet place to study and do their homework.  
The classroom, supervised by adult parish volunteers, has attracted a small but growing number of students.  
Additional volunteers are needed; please contact the parish office to register.

A Prayer Card, printed as a third initiative, is intended to 
bring comfort and solace to those who are depressed, worried, 
lonely, sick or in difficulty.  Parishioners are asked to keep a 
few of these Prayers Cards with them at all times, and hand out 
to anyone on the bus, train, street or at work who might be in 
need of prayer and the comforting Word of God.

The Proclamation Cell is working on additional initiatives to 
spread the Gospel message and values.  All parishioners are 
invited to participate and/or send in their ideas for 
consideration.

BAPTISMS (Born in Christ)

Anaiah Kate D'Souza  d/o   Bruce & Kerry Ann      08-08-2015
Adrian Nazareth  s/o   Darryl & Sharon                   16-08-2015
Dielle Drego   d/o   Dudley & Leonora       29-08-2015

                
Olinta Sutari              34 years      09-07-2015
Edgar Rodrigues             76 years      20-08-2015
Dr. Olaf Dias              74 years      06-09-2015

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER

DEATHS (Rest In Peace)

AppealAppeal
Vision is looking for 
talented writers and 
editors to serve on 
its Editorial Team.  
Please contact the 
p a r i s h  o f f i c e  o r 
Sheila Fernandes, 
editor.

Vision is looking for 
talented writers and 
editors to serve on 
its Editorial Team.  
Please contact the 
p a r i s h  o f f i c e  o r 
Sheila Fernandes, 
editor.


