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Never before in the history of the Church has the 
absolutely essential role of the layperson been so 
dramatically emphasized as it is now. Particularly 
since Vatican II, the Church has called for a renewal 
in the life and role of the laity. 

Yet there remains among the faithful a fundamental 
lack of understanding of the lay vocation and its role 
in the Church's mission.  For many, there is a notion 
that the only real vocation in the Church is the 
ordained or vowed priesthood and religious.  They 
believe “the Church” is the ordained office and only 
people in clerical collars or 
habits are called to serve. 

Many think that the role of the 
laity is to help out around the 
parish and that they are not 
called to play an integral part 
in the mission of the Church.  
But in fact, the actual teaching 
of the Church is that laypeople 
have a distinct and very real role in the spreading of 
the Gospel, which the Church desperately needs 
them to carry out with the authority, creativity, and 
power that the Holy Spirit has given them in 
Baptism. 

The Church teaches that in dignity laypeople are 
absolutely equal to those in ordained and religious 
life.  In mission, the work of the laity is the crucial 
means by which the world is to encounter Christ.  
Many lay Catholics would like to be more involved, 
but do not have a clear understanding of their role in 
the Church. 
 
By “laity” the Church means the following: “all the 
faithful except those in Holy Orders and those who 

Laity in the Church Bertille Mendoza
 (excerpted from the net with editorial input)

belong to a religious state approved by the Church.  
That is, the faithful, who by Baptism are 
incorporated into Christ and integrated into the 
People of God, are made sharers in their particular 
way in the priestly, prophetic, and kingly office of 
Christ, and have their own part to play in the mission 
of the whole Christian people in the Church and in 
the World.”

Many of the common understandings of laity are 
mistaken because they are often defined by what we 
are not.  This is misguided because it is an entirely 

negat ive  def in i t ion  and 
focuses strictly on what 
laypeople are not. They aren't 
priests. They aren't religious. 
Therefore many assume they 
don't have a vocation, that they 
don't have a mission. 
 
The Church defines laity by 
what we are: 

 sharers in Christ's office of priest, prophet and 
king; 

 holders of an important vocation; and 
 critical participants in fulfilling the mission of 

the Church. 
In short, the lay vocation is an office, not a vacuum. 
Because of this, it is a huge mistake to consider that 
only those called to religious or clerical life have a 
vocation.
 
Laity's mission and vocation is derived from our 
Baptism.
It is critical to realize that, according to the Church 
itself, our vocation and mission as laypeople derives 
from our Baptism and is strengthened through 

contd on pg 5...



2

PARISH PRIEST:
Fr. Bernard Rodrigues SVD

ASST. PARISH PRIESTS:
Fr. Jolly Mudakkampurath SVD
Fr. Nicolau D’Costa SVD (Principal)
Fr. Dinesh Damor SVD (Asst. Principal)
Fr. George Crasta SVD 

EDITOR: Sheila Fernandes

EDITORIAL TEAM: 
Yorick Fonseca, Candy Vaz & Celia Williams

ARTWORK: Kevin Ambosta
PRINTER: St. Paul’s Press, Bandra.

PUBLISHED:
Fr. Bernard Rodrigues, SVD on behalf of
St. Theresa’s Church, Bandra (W),
Mumbai 400 050. Tel: 26407891, 26511901
Email:sainttheresasparish@gmail.com

WEEKDAY MASSES:
English: 6.15am, 7.00am, 8.00am & 7.00pm.

SUNDAY MASSES:
English: Saturday: 7.00pm.
Sunday: 7.00am, 8.30am, 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Malyalam: 11.00am.
Hindi: 4.30pm.
Sunday School, Confirmation Class,
First Holy Communion Class
every Sunday after the 8.30am Children’s Mass.

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour:
Wednesdays after 7.00am & 7.00pm Mass.

CONFESSIONS:
Wednesdays: 6.45am & 6.30pm,
First Friday: 6.30pm & Saturdays: 6.30pm.
 
BAPTISMS:
2nd & 4th Sunday, 10.00am. Mass

OFFICE TIMINGS:
9.00am to 11.00am &
5.00pm to 7.00pm.
Closed on Sundays & Bank Holidays

MARRIAGE:
Regarding marriage formalities meet
the priest on duty well in advance.
Bring your latest Baptism Certificate
(issued not more than six months earlier)
and copy of Marriage Preparation Course
Certificate.

BURIAL:
Copies of Death Certificate & 
Municipal Burial permission required.

ST. THERESA’S CHURCH, BANDRA

3

Send in your suggestions / feedback to us at 
the parish office or at parishvision@gmail.com

www.sttheresasbandra.org

W

THE DEVOTION OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS Fr. Bernard Rodrigues, SVD

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states, "Jesus has loved us all with a human 
heart. For this reason, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, pierced by our sins and for our 
salvation, is quite rightly considered the chief sign and symbol of that love with 
which the divine Redeemer continually loves the eternal Father and all human 
beings without exception (No.478).

To appreciate this rich symbolism of the heart, we must remember that in Judaism 
the Latin word 'COR' represented the core of the person.  While recognized as the 
principal life organ, the heart was also considered the center of all spiritual activity.  
Here was the seat of all emotion, especially love. 
In Deuteronomy 6:5-6, the Lord says: "Therefore, you shall love the Lord, your 
God, with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength.  Take to 
heart these words which I enjoin on you today.”

The heart has even greater depth when contemplated in light of the Incarnation.  The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
represents the perfect, divine love which God has for us.

One of the most beautiful passages of the Gospels is our Lord saying, "Come to Me, all you who are weary 
and heavily burdened, and I will refresh you.  Take My yoke upon your shoulders and learn from Me, for I 
am gentle and humble of heart, for My yoke is easy and My burden light" (Mt 11:28-30). 
Even on the cross, our Lord poured out His love for us: “Then the Soldier pierced His side and out flowed 
blood and water” (Jn 19:34).
 
The early Church Fathers clearly cherished this meaning of the Sacred Heart of our Lord. St. Justin Martyr 
(AD 165), in his Dialogue with the Jew Trypho said, "We the Christians are the true Israel which springs 
from Christ, for we are carved out of His heart as from a rock." 

The devotion to the Sacred Heart continued to grow during the Middle Ages and in 1353 Pope Innocent VI 
instituted a Mass honoring the mystery of the Sacred Heart. During the age of the Protestant movement, 
devotion to the Sacred Heart was practiced in the hope of restoring peace to a world shattered by political 
and religious strife.

Shortly thereafter, the devotion escalated due to the fervor surrounding the apparitions of our Lord to St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647-90).  For example, on Dec. 27, 1673, our Lord revealed, "My Divine Heart 
is so passionately inflamed with love.”

Of these apparitions, the most famous is that in which, whilst she was praying before the Eucharist, 
Jesus presented Himself to her and showed her His Sacred Heart.  He complained that, in return for 
His boundless love, He received from ungrateful men nothing but outrages, and He ordered her to 
work for the institution of a new feast on the Friday after the Octave of Corpus Christi, by which due 
honor should be paid to His Heart, and the outrages offered Him by sinners in the Sacrament of His 
love should be expiated by worthy homage.

In 1899, Pope Leo XIII consecrated the world to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Since then, his successors have 
exhorted the faithful to turn to the Sacred Heart and make acts of personal consecration.  They have also 
asked the faithful to offer prayers and penance to the Sacred Heart in reparation for the many sins of the 
world.

Pope Leo XIII desired that the whole human race should be consecrated to the Sacred Heart.  This 
Consecration, which was made with great solemnity in all the churches of the Catholic world, brought about 
an immense increase of the devotion. Sheila Fernandes

hile taking a walk in the park recently, I 
spotted a bunch of kids leisurely strolling, having 
fun. One of them blurted out loudly, "next Monday is 
Black Monday."  Pat came the reply in groaning 
chorus "please don't remind us!"  I guessed what that 
meant - back to school after the long summer break.

Going back to school after a break, like summer 
holidays, can be hard for children. With pressure or 
expectations – self-generated or from others – to 
perform well in school and concern about courses, it's 
not uncommon for children to feel stressed or 
nervous at this time of year.
For some parents it may seem like an uphill battle to 
get them back into the school routine. Their sleep 
schedule may be off, their enthusiasm may be low (or 
non-existent), and they may balk at going back after 
the summer break.
On the other hand, no matter how excited or 
disappointed the kids may be to return to school, 
some parents secretly heave sighs of relief. "I feel 
relieved. I'm fed up of seeing them in front of the TV 
and computer the entire day," chimed a mother of two 
sons and a daughter aged between 9 and 16. 
Like most parents, she has helped the children get all 
their books, bags, umbrellas and uniforms ready so as 
to avoid any hassles a day before school reopens.
Like all other teachers, I look forward to meeting the 
new batch of students. First days are always exciting 
but we also have the challenging task of easing them 
back into school mode.
If the coming school year is to be one of discovery, 
creativity, growth and wisdom it is not just teachers 
but also parents who play a vital role.  Teaching their 
children time management, creating schedules, 
setting achievable goals, providing encouragement, 
giving rewards, discussing consequences and being 
flexible would help in keeping the child focused, 
motivated and ready for the academic year.  Besides, 
we also need blessings from above. Therefore, cover 
this school year in prayer and seek the Lord's peace, 
strength and guidance.
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Finally, Pope Pius XI raised the Feast to the 'rite of Double of the First Class' with an Octave.  Moreover, to 
make up for the violated rights of Christ, our supreme and loving Lord, and to atone for the sins of nations, 
he prescribed that every year, on the same Feast day, an Act of Reparation should be recited in all the 
churches of the Christian world.

Considering our present day and age, the temptations and sins of this world, the growing apathy and 
secularism, we too should turn again in loving devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and ask Him to pour 
forth His grace. 

ENTHRONEMENT OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS
A religious practice that has grown considerably in popularity all over the Catholic world is the 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the home.  It grew out of a promise made by Christ to St. Margaret 
Mary Alacoque: "I will bless every house in which an image of My Heart shall be exposed and honored.”

The idea of the Enthronement is that "in the Christian home, a throne of love and veneration is erected for the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, and that His sovereign rights over the family be thereby recognized."  The practice is 
an external recognition of the fact that Christ is the real head of the home.  It is not merely a passing act of 
consecration to the Sacred Heart but a permanent state of devotion and love.

How do we do the enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus? 
The enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a simple procedure.  An image of the Sacred Heart is put 
up in a prominent place in the home.  Then a Priest is invited to the home to read the Act of Consecration to 
the Sacred Heart for the family and to bless the image and the home.  The names of the members of the 
family, living and deceased, are customarily inscribed on a scroll and placed with the image.  The Act of 
Consecration is to be renewed by family members every year on the anniversary of the enthronement.

Feast of the Sacred Heart Grace Vaz

The Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was 
celebrated on June 12.  The Triduum that preceded it 
prepared us well as we set our gaze on the God of 
deep compassion and love.

First day: Referencing Jesus' invitation “Come to 
Me,” Fr. Andrew Rodrigues s.j. said that as we 
respond to Jesus' call, we should 
approach him with deep faith believing 
that he will fill us with the necessary 
graces we need.  He cited the example of 
a man in jail who, touched with grace, 
repented and trusted in the Lord.  He 
returned to his family after his term and 
asked for forgiveness; thereafter he 
worked hard for his living and brought 
about peace and unity in his family.

Second day: “I know my sheep, and they listen to my 
voice.” Again with examples, Fr. Andrew reminded 
us that we need to learn to listen to His voice and 
reciprocate with deeds.  An open hearted person 
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Golden Wedding
Congratulations to Arthur & Ena D'Souza of Kiran Apts., St. Theresa's 
Marg, who celebrated 50 years of wedded bliss together on May 2, 2015.  
Family and friends including their children Errol-Divya, Edelweiss-Brian, 
Raul-Mitali and Lowell, and their grandchildren Anya, Carina, Beverly-
Elton, Everly, Bradley, Diya and Risa, came together to celebrate the event 
at a special Mass and reception.

Arthur and Ena have been long-time residents and active members of our parish.  Ena was a teacher at St. 
Theresa's School for 35 years and retired as Vice Principal.  She was also active with the Legion of Mary and 
the Liturgy Committee.  Arthur worked with the Bombay Xaverian Corp. for 40 years.
We congratulate you both for your exemplary devotion and love for one another, for your family, and for 
your parish community.  May God continue to shower you with His grace and blessings!

Confirmation.  In other words, our place and work in the body of Christ is given to us directly, by the Holy 
Spirit, not indirectly through the ordained office. “[The laity] are assigned to the apostolate by the Lord 
Himself. They are consecrated for the royal priesthood and the holy people not only that they may offer 
spiritual sacrifices in everything they do, but also that they may witness to Christ throughout the world.”
 
Each of us has been called by God to our own specific vocation and mission.
As laity, we are called to share in the mission of Christ's Church by living in the midst of the world and 
addressing all its problems and concerns with the divine message of salvation.
 
Participating in the Life of the Church
Each of us must “always be fully aware of being a 'member of the Church' yet entrusted with a unique task 
which cannot be done by another and which is to be fulfilled for the good of all.” To fulfil our individual 
mission, we can participate in the life of the Church individually and/or in groups.
 
Individual Participation
All of us are called to individually participate in the work of the Church by living a truly Christian life.  We 
are each called to spread the Gospel through both word and deed to friends, family, co-workers, neighbours, 
and even the strangers we may meet in our daily lives. This form of participation “can contribute greatly to a 
more extensive spreading of the Gospel; indeed it can reach as many places as there are daily lives of 
individual members of the lay faithful.”

Group Participation
We are also called to spread the gospel by participating in the Church's many prayer groups, associations 
and cells that reach out to provide comfort, guidance, succour, leadership, organization and training to the 
larger community around us.  Group participation can enable us to use our many God-given talents for His 
greater glory.

Laity at St.Theresa's
We should in fact take pride in and celebrate the active involvement of the laity at St. Theresa's, which has 
made us a vibrant parish.  The Parish Pastoral Council, various associations and cells, our four zones and 
their zonal coordinators, councillors and animators, all mostly staffed by the laity, combine to strive towards 
our vision of being a “sharing, caring, serving and praying community in the power of the Risen Lord.”

understands and empathizes with his fellowmen to 
reach out and help in times of need.

Third day: “I am with you.”  Fr. Clement D'Lima 
elaborated that we learn to look outward rather than 
focus on our own needs.  As we accept God's plan 
for our lives, which is always the best for us, God's 

assurance of grace and strength will 
suffice us.

F e a s t  D a y :  I t  w a s  a  s o l e m n 
concelebrated Eucharist with Fr. Ryan 
Alex.  In his homily he helped us gaze at 
the heart of Jesus pierced with thorns 
and burning with love for us.  The proof 
of true love lies in the willing sacrifice 
we make for the other.  We were happy 

that about 15 of our parishioners were admitted as 
members to the Apostleship of Prayer which 
involves saying the Morning Offering and 
dedicating your daily works to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus.
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DIASPORA  DIARY

My name is Vaishali Mhatre and I am a clerk at St. Theresa's Parish Office.  I am a converted Christian and I 
thank God for His grace in making me His child.  This is the story of how I came to know Christ.

I was born into a Hindu family and my growing up was challenging, as I was burdened with many 
responsibilities from a very young age.  I felt miserable and helpless; depression set in and my life seemed 
meaningless.  I began to ask myself, in spite of there being so many gods in my religion, why doesn't one of 
them come to my aid or care for me?  I was in desperate need of peace.

I confided in a Catholic neighbor who told me about Christ and suggested that I attend a retreat at Tabor 
Bhavan.  It was here that I experienced God's healing touch.  God's Divine Scriptures gave me life again.  
The Lord filled me with his Holy Spirit and gave me His peace and hope for a new life.  I experienced the 
one living God who is on my side and who loves and cares for me.  God inspired me to be baptized in 2012.  
From then on, my Lord Jesus became my deliverance in every suffering of my life. 

Staying true to Christ is somewhat of a challenge for me, as I live with my Hindu family and with neighbors 
who are 99% non-Catholic.  But the broken body of Christ in every Eucharist gives me the courage to 
follow Him.  He has called me to serve in His vineyard as a Catechist, and to share the beautiful grace of 
Christ with the next generation.  His calling for me to work at St. Theresa's is also a blessing, as it helps me 
to better understand Christian community life.

I would like to share a couple of incidents in my own life wherein I believe God revealed Himself to me:

On Diwali of my baptism year, I was sitting in a lane outside my house, when suddenly a rocket came 
zooming towards my face.  In fright I cried out the name of Jesus and all of a sudden I saw a shadow come 
between me and the whizzing fire, which moved to one side.  I did not feel a single spark on my face or in my 
eyes.  Those around me were amazed and I gave glory to my Lord Jesus for saving me!

On another occasion, my mother suffered a heart attack and was told that she required urgent surgery to 
relieve two blockages.  The two hospitals we approached both quoted lakhs and delays in admission.  The 
Lord then spoke to me through His word (Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble).  Shortly thereafter, via an overheard conversation, I learnt of a hospital in Andheri that was 
conducting heart surgeries for free.  I found out the details and my mother was healed at no cost!

I thank my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for his numerous blessings.  I believe that God resides with us in 
our obedience.  If we respect his crucifixion and love him with our deeds, we will surely receive His 
heavenly kingdom on earth.  I don't know what are God's plan for me in future, but I always live in one 
scripture, as my Lord Jesus says “I am with you always”  (Mathew 20:28).  Amen.

My Journey of Faith Vaishali Mhatre

Six Decades Ago Christopher Farias

Editor's Note:  Christopher, eldest son of Philomena and the late Gratian 
th thFarias of “Cyrus” at the corner of 24  & 30  Roads, grew up and played an 

active role in our parish in the 1970's until he got married and moved to the 
U.S. in 1982.  He and his family now live in the Philadelphia area but he 
fondly remembers his days at St. Theresa's.

It's June 1957.  The monsoon has just broken and the new school year at St. Theresa's has started. The roads 
th

in TPS III, including 30  & 24th Roads, are rivers of mud.  Walking to school is an adventure, even though 
we lived just across the road from the school.  The brave carried their pumps in their hands – better to get 
home with both shoes than lose one in the muck!  Six decades later, the memory of that first monsoon in 
Standard I is still vivid with me!

Sunday Mass was held in the school hall on the first floor, and soon the construction of the new, very modern 
church started.  My friend and I once decided to explore the construction site during recess.  It was amazing 
– looking up at the high ceiling, the colourful windows, and trying to avoid the pieces of glass on the floor.  
That's when both of us got a sharp slap on the rump from Fr. Schlappa who told us to get away before we got 
hurt!

The parish grew very rapidly, with new buildings coming up and plenty of young families moving in.  It was 
a time when the Sunday Children's Mass had the new church filled with children and not that many adults.
 
Memories of Fr. Jungblut, Fr. O'Toole, Fr. Godwin, Fr. Furtado, Fr. Puthumana, Fr. Charles Vaz, and all the 
other priests fill the mind, along with the mark that each left with their individual styles and initiatives.  
Overall, I remember that the bonds that existed between parishioners as members of the St. Theresa's 
family, provided a significant source of support for the priests, as they navigated new experiences, adjusting 
to the Bombay/Bandra culture, and dealing with the many challenges posed by a rapidly changing 
demographic.

I remember the founding of the parish Youth Group, and our first big adventure in organizing the 8-day 
'Fun(d) Fair' – which resulted in a significant contribution to the parish funds.  What an experience for all 
who participated as well as the 30,000 people who attended because everything was managed well, priced 
right and all had a really great time!  

The Youth Group also started a magazine called ACT (a precursor to Vision?) edited by the late Alinda (of 
th

Menezes House, 26  Road) and yours truly.

The annual talent contests brought together parishioners from each zone competing for the overall trophy, 
but the eagerly awaited highlight each year was the songster trio of Olga DeSouza, Lygia Pinto and the late 
Wency Drego who, in their inimitable style, entertained the audience with parodies on the parish and 
parishioners.

After engineering college, working for a few years, leaving again for a couple of years for post-graduate 
study, and then coming back to base, Cupid's arrows finally hit, and I ended up married and in the US, where 
Maria was working as a doctor in the Philadelphia area.  Our three sons went to our parish school (St. 
Anastasia's) and then to a Catholic high school called Devon Prep.  All have done well and today, I have the 

privilege of being the only non-doctor in our family!  Our middle son got himself a PhD while the other two 
are medical doctors.

I've spent a significant part of my life outside the parish, but my heart and roots are still very much in St. 
Theresa's, Bandra.   I know that times have changed, the number of parishioners has reduced and vocations 
are limited, but it is my sincere hope that the parish takes the necessary steps to stay around until the cycle 
changes again.  Here in Philadelphia, many older parishes have closed because of low parish numbers.  
Let's make sure that St. Theresa's continues as a landmark of our Catholic faith in Bandra, and as a source of 
inspiration and stability for all communities to look up to.

June - July 2015 June - July 2015
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Theresian Summer Camp Rebecca Ferreira

rdThe Theresian Summer Camp was held from 23  April to 
th17  May this year.  Organised by the TYM, the camp 

attracted more than 50 children and youth, who participated 
in a variety of individual and team games and sports.  While 
the younger ones indulged themselves with carrom, table-
tennis, badminton, football and cricket, the older ones 
played volleyball.

The latter part of the camp saw several tournaments such as 
“bucket ball," football, field-cricket, “box-cricket,” volley-
ball, dodgeball and tele-games, all of which required close 

team participation and generated a lot of fun and excitement.  The “Scream Game” was a tongue-twister and 
the water-games were truly enjoyable.

th
The camp ended with a 'social' on Sunday 17  May attended by 80 children and youth.  The DJ kept things 
lively with music and dance, while snack boxes and soft drinks were 
served.  At the prize distribution ceremony that followed, Youth 
Coordinator Fr. Sunil presented gifts to the best captain, the best player, the 
best TYM member, and to the overall winning team. 

The Summer Camp 2015 was indeed something to cherish and remember.  
The TYM thanks Fr. John, Fr. Sunil and all the parish priests for enabling us 
to conduct the camp.  We thank all those who helped to organise the 
activities.  And last but not least, we thank you dear children and youth for 
participating and making the summer camp a truly memorable one!

Vacation Bible Joy A Parent

The early days of May buzzed with excitement, with 
everyone talking about the upcoming Vacation 
Bible Joy!  The theme chosen for this year was Team 
Jesus. 

What does it mean to be on Team Jesus, I asked my 
wife?  She responded with “pick up your cross and 
follow me.”  She gave me one more, “enter through 
the narrow gate.” 

Almost regretting my choice of subject, I asked my 
son the same question.  He went something like this, 
“stand strong, hold on, even when it's hard.”  That 
too, in song! 

Ah!!  Now that made sense to me, especially 
coming from someone who is still not a grown up … 
this was just something he learnt and it delivered the 
right message.

From a place where one word about Jesus or Moses 
or Joseph or David or Daniel to my son would yield 
a customary “not again,” to coming home and 
reciting entire stories of these great men, is enough 
for me to call this year's Vacation Bible Joy a roaring 
success.

th
On Sunday 19  April, the St. Vincent de Paul 
conference of our parish took aided families for a 
picnic to Boscowadi, Uttan.

How happy we were to be in the midst of the cool 
breeze, swaying palms and smiles on the faces of all 
at Boscowadi.  We were refreshed with a hearty 
breakfast on arrival.  Soon after, all were ready to go 
to the beach.  We played in the cool waters and then 
on the sands.  It was really good to see both the old 
and young join in the games.

After lunch we played housie and sang picnic songs, 
some in Marathi, others in Konkani.  Soon it was 
tea-time and time to say goodbye.  On our way home 
we visited the beautiful church of Our Lady of 
Vailankani on the hill.  We thanked Our Lady for the 
wonderful time we all had together.

The Spirit of Love prayer group of St. Theresa's 
Parish organised a Triduum leading up to Pentecost 
Sunday on May 24.  The theme of the three-day 
programme was: Releasing the Holy Fire based on 
Acts 2:3 “Tongues of fire rested on each of them.”

The programme ran from May 21-23, concluding 
with a semi-night vigil and a Gospel Band 
performance by the Vigil Lights.  The talks given by 
Fr. Allwyn, Fr. Anthony and Fr. Titus were very 
enriching.

Jesus had invited everyone to come and be filled 
with the Power of the Paraclete.  Many accepted His 
invitation and those who came were surely filled 
and transformed by the Power of Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament.

June - July 2015 June - July 2015

Not to mention that my three-year old is still 
humming “Rock-a-bye Moses on the Tree Top.”  
She wants a Technicolor coat just like Joseph!  What 
a fun and novel way to spread the Word among these 
young and impressionable minds.

I had the good fortune of interacting with the men 
and women behind the scenes who were the “Great 
Animators” for VBJ.  In my opinion, they held the 
kids' hands for a short while but will hold their hearts 
forever!

BAPTISMS (Born in Christ)
Chandani Lokhande     D/o. Raghunath & Shakuntala            23/04/2015
Kian Chen                      S/o. Shiaobin  & Pooja                          28/05/2015
Valentina Solanki           D/o. Kiran & Babita                               31/05/2015
Andre Pereira                S/o. Jules & Venesha                            14/06/2015

MARRIAGES (United In Love)
Shiao Bin Chen & Pooja Gadkari                                                  28/05/2015
Robin Fernandes & Rose Fernandes                                           31/05/2015  

                

DEATHS (Rest In Peace)
Catherine Fernandes                              74 Years                       29/04/2015

Helen D'Souza                                        94 Years                      26/05/2015

Edmund Rodrigues                                75 Years                      30/05/2015

Francis Sutari                                         81 Years                      02/06/2015

Sydney D'Souza                                     62 Years                      03/06/2015

Alita Dias                                                 91 Years                      09/06/2015

Joseph Almeida                                      88 Years                      23/06/2015

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER

Every part of the program was meticulously planned out and executed with equal passion.
It was a week of pure heaven (pun intended).

Hopefully next time around, God will grace them with the patience and tenacity to go through two weeks 
because they have found a new animator in me.

I end with a quote that I believe to be most appropriate:  “If you must enter my kingdom come as one of 
these.”  Perhaps this can be the theme for next year's Vacation Bible Joy!

SVP Picnic
Dominic Concessio

Pentecost Triduum
Arun D'Silva
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The month of May, traditionally dedicated to 
Our Lady, witnessed community rosaries at 

various venues across our parish.

While the rosary in English was recited daily in 
church before the evening Mass, the Gujarati 
community gathered daily on the church lawns for 
7:00pm rosary at the grotto.

Zone I organised a daily rosary at the grotto 
adjoining the SAISA Club in Pali Village.  The St. 
Anthony Community of Zone II prayed the rosary at 
the Kitkat Society grotto, inviting the residents of 
Pereirawadi to join in as well.

thAlso in Zone II, the 15  Road SCC organised a 
weekly Thursday evening rosary at the Cleden 
Holm grotto.  They were especially blessed on the 
last Thursday when Fr. Titus, zonal pastor, joined 
them in fellowship and said his final farewells.

th15  Rd. Thanksgiving
“All the ends of the earth, all you creatures of the sea, lift up your voice 
to the wonders of the Lord…”

thAt the close of every SCC/PPC year, the 15  Road SCC comes together 
in Thanksgiving & Fellowship.  This year we met in the School 

thQuadrangle on Sat. 18  April after the evening Mass.

In keeping with the designated Zone II colour for this year, the venue 
was decorated in blue and almost all the 100+ people came dressed in 
blue too.

The theme for the evening, for prayer and thereafter, was Our Lady's 
protection under her mantle of blue and the glory of God in nature, 
depicted by creatures of the sea.

The Thanksgiving prayer service emphasized this theme.  It began with 
a dance by the little ones, with blue ribbons, appropriate hymns and a 
prayer led by one of our seniors. Fr.Titus then shared a few words of 
wisdom. The fellowship that followed was a joyous one, with theme-

based games such as 'Resurrection Eggs,' 'Easter Housie,' Four Corners (the final winners came from the 
salt-pans as we are the salt of the earth), and 'Blue Balloons.' It was a great joy to have Fr. Titus' family, 
Deacon Francis Xavier, all the priests of our parish and a few members from other communities too, join us 
and even hop around with blue balloons.  Much fun, laughter and brotherhood. 

Our Councillor, Joe Rodrigues ended with a vote of thanks (there were a lot to thank for their input!) and 
th

introduced his ever-willing and hard-working team of Animators to those present. May our 15  Road SCC 
grow in strength, rooted in the love of God and neighbour.

Feast of St. Roque Malaika Sutari

The Feast of St. Roque is a special one for families residing in Old Khar.  More than a 
century ago, in 1896-97, a plague had struck Old Khar Village and many lives were lost.
  
In desperation, the families brought in a statue of St. Roque, a patron saint whose name is 
invoked against the plague or Black Death and prayed for his miraculous intervention.  As 
a result many lives were saved. Since then, families in Zone IV come together each year 
with great reverence and gratitude to celebrate the Feast of St. Roque.

Like every year, this year too Zone IV organised a Mass on May 14 at the village cross, which was attended 
by about 150 people.

100 YEARS OF THE DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL Sr. Sophia Thomas, DSP

The Centenary of the Foundation of the Daughters of St Paul was 
celebrated on June 28, 2015 at St Theresa's Church with a solemn 
Eucharist celebrated by Oswald Cardinal Gracias. All the Sisters 
of the Daughters of St Paul together with the entire parish raised 
their voices in Thanking and Praising God for these 100 years of 
service to the Church and humanity with the Media Apostolate.
 
To concretize the dream - 'Live Christ and Give Christ' through 
the Media Apostolate in the church, Blessed James Alberione, the 
Founder of the Pauline family, needed a band of dedicated men 
and women who would imbibe his spirit of contemplation and 
action. His unwavering faith in God and firm determination to 
respond to the changing times gave birth to the Pauline Family, made up of five Religious Congregations, 
four Secular Institutes and an Association of Pauline Co-Operators.
 
The Daughters of St Paul founded in 1915, participate in the prophetic and evangelizing mission of the 
church by proclaiming the Good News through mass media, mini media, social media and all inventions 
available in this electronic age. Pauline Book and Media Centres render invaluable service to people of all 
ages and religious traditions. As Mother Thecla Merlo, Co-Foundress of the Daughters of St Paul exhorted, 
“Give wings and feet to the Gospel that it may travel far and wide,” the Sisters organize Interreligious, 
Ecumenical and Media awareness programmes, Bible Weeks, Communication Sunday, Press Month, 
Catholic Enquiry Centre, Conducting Book and Music Exhibitions in Parishes and Schools etc. in order to 
reach the Good News to all. 

The Eucharist was solemnized with beautiful singing by the sisters and an action song by the sisters 
themselves as the recessional hymn. It was indeed a sight to see so many brides of Christ expressing praise 
and worship through song and dance. There was also a documentary shown on the life of the Pauline sisters 
after the Eucharist ended.

Since the celebration coincided with Laity Sunday, Cardinal Gracias also bestowed his blessings 
on the members of the Parish Pastoral Council who had gathered and sat up front for the Eucharist.  
In his homily, Cardinal Gracias called upon each one to reach out and 'touch' Jesus. Whatever 
physical, emotional, psychological or other problems we may have in our lives, he said, the touch 
of Jesus is healing and life-giving.  He went on to thank the Daughters of St. Paul for all that they 
are doing to spread the Gospel messages and values through various media.  Just as St. Paul 
touched Jesus, was transformed and became an ardent disciple of Christ, we too should strive to 
have the same passion for Christ.

June - July 2015 June - July 2015

th
The Fatima Community of Zone III on 14  Rd. met 
weekdays at the grotto of Little Flower No.9 to pray 
the rosary and engage in fellowship.

At Khar Village in Zone IV, various families took it 
in turns to lead the rosary at the village cross during 
the month.

All prayed the Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious and 
Luminous Mysteries, and begged Our Lady to 
intercede with her Son for special needs, especially 
for the youth, the sick and injured, the old and 
housebound, and the dear departed of each 
community.
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Duet Gloria & Stuti Michelle & Mark Neha & Monica
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Solo Cliantha D’Silva Jaden Pinto Eva Parmar
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Talent on Display
The Pushpa Club held its annual Talent Contest on July 11-12.  While the 
initial response to this year's contest was lacklustre, the organizers were 
pleasantly surprised by the growing interest as the days drew near.  In the 
end, the event turned out to be a resounding success.

Last year saw many dance groups both in the “below 16” and “above 16” 
age categories.  This year, the swing was towards the duets, with 12 entries 
in the vocal and 8 entries in the 
dance categories respectively.

The h ighl ight  of  the  dance 
competition were the evergreen 
moms who had the crowd on their 
feet.  The singing competition too 
was well represented with over 72 
contestants in all, thanks to some of 
our ex-parishioners who were also 
invited to participate.

The contest on both days was well 
attended with parishioners and 
friends cheering on their loved 
ones.  Our parish priests too made it 
a point to attend.  Special mention 
must be made of Fr. Nicky who 
attended on both days and sat 
through all of the performances.
The Pushpa Club thanks all 
participants, parents, judges, scorers, compères and volunteers for their contributions and salutes their spirit 
that keeps our talent contest happening!

June - July 2015 June - July 2015

12 – 16 yrs. Rochelle Fernandes Aaron Anderson Nicole Fernandes

16 yrs. & above Sonia Fernandes Brian Drego

Instrumental
st1  prize nd2  prize rd3  prize

Below 12 yrs.
Rahael Braganza & 
Kyle Coutinho (tie)

Jario D'Costa Mark Fonseca

12 – 16 yrs.

st
1  prize

nd
2  prize rd

3  prize

Below 8 yrs.

Vocals Solo

8 – 12 yrs.

16 – 20 yrs

20 – 40 yrs.

40 yrs. & above

Christiano D'Silva Jolene D'Souza Alisha Pinto

Rahael Braganza Shania Vaz David Braganza

Aiden D'Silva Danielle D'Silva Sianna Gomes

Nealla D'Silva & 
Desirée Sutari (tie)

Sharon Gouria

Lisa Avril Rodrigues Linda, DSP Mark Anthony Hopkins

Lisa Pinto Nelson Pinto Royston Braganza

Ensemble Zone I  Ensemble

Vocals Group
st

1  prize
nd

2  prize rd3  prize

Duet Danielle & Aiden Lisa & Janelle Sharon & Nealla

Instrumental Sonia Fernandes

Best Performance

Vocal Lisa Avril Rodrigues

Many thanks to Everilda 
D'Mello and the Pushpa Club 
team who worked tirelessly to 
make all the arrangements and 
ensure a successful event.  
A n d  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  
Furtado & Co. for sponsoring 
the piano and keyboards.

[In the boxes are the winners 
by category and age]

The incoming priests have been assigned as Zonal Pastors and Spiritual Advisors for the parish's four Zones 
and various Associations & Cells as follows:

New Priest Assignments

Fr. Dinesh Damor

Priest Zonal Pastor for Spiritual Advisor for

Fr. Bernard Rodrigues Pre-Baptism Team
Senior Citizens
Ushers
Eucharistic Ministers
Hope & Life Movement
RCIA
Head of Lay Associations
Charismatic Renewal (English)
Theresian Youth Movement (TYM)

Zone I Sports Committee
Sant Teresa Seva Parivar
Family Cell

Fr. George Crasta Zone II Ladies Sodality
Legion of Mary
Charismatic Renewal (Konkani)
Divine Mercy & Apostleship of Prayer
Altar Servers

Fr. Nicolau D'Costa Zone III Lectors & Cantors
Vision Team
Sunday School
Bombay Catholic Sabha
Pushpa Club

Fr. Jolly M Zone IV SCC Steering Committee
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Liturgy Team
Bible Study Group
Bible Cell
Women's Cell
Proclamation Cell

Please Pray For
Kyron Affonso 

Editor: We invite readers to 
send in the names of those in 
special need of prayer by the 
parish community.

son of 
Kevin and Patricia 
who is in gradual 
recovery after his 
recent accident.

Confirmed in Christ
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pursuit of money often set aside the interests of the marginalized and lead to the ruination of the planet. St. 

Francis of Assisi shows how “inseparable the bond is between concern for nature, justice for the poor, 

commitment to society and interior peace.”  Profit cannot be the sole criterion of our decisions.

7)    Scientific research on the environment is to be praised and used.

The encyclical does not try to “prove” anything about climate change and frankly admits that the Church 

does not “presume to settle scientific questions.”  Instead, the encyclical accepts the “best scientific 

research available today” and seeks to build on it, rather than entering into a specialist debate.  It draws 

upon church teaching and contemporary science to help modern-day people reflect on these questions.

8)    Widespread indifference and selfishness worsen environmental problems.

Pope Francis reserves his strongest criticism for the wealthy who ignore the problem of climate change and 

especially its effect on the poor.  Decision makers frequently have no real contact with their poorer brothers 

and sisters and hence mask the problems or conceal the symptoms.  Selfishness also leads to the 

evaporation of the notion of the common good.  As LAUDATO SI’ says, one cannot care for the rest of 

nature “if our hearts lack tenderness, compassion and concern for our fellow human beings.”

9)    Global dialogue and solidarity are needed.

Perhaps more than any encyclical, Pope Francis draws from the experiences of people around the world, 

using the insights of various bishops' conferences to call upon people everywhere to dialogue and debate 

about “our common home.” A global dialogue is needed, says the Pope, because there are “no uniform 

recipes.”  What works in one region may not in another.  The encyclical includes Patriarch Bartholomew, 

leader of the Eastern Orthodox Church, and also a Sufi poet, for a broader perspective.

10)    A change of heart is required

At heart, the encyclical calls for a new way of looking at things, a “bold cultural revolution” to address the 

urgent environmental crisis we all face.  The document reminds us that because God is with us, we can 

strive both individually and cooperatively to change course.  We can awaken our hearts and move towards 

an “ecological conversion” in which we see the intimate connection between God and all beings, and more 

readily listen to the “cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.”

June - July 2015 June - July 2015

Pope Francis' recent encyclical LAUDATO SI’ (Italian for “Praise Be to You”) calls for 

a broad cultural revolution to confront the various challenges we face in the 

environmental arena.  Following are its 10 main messages, condensed from an 

article by James Martin s.j. in the U.S. Jesuit magazine America.

1)    The spiritual perspective is now part of the debate

LAUDATO SI’ adds a religious perspective to the global discussion on 

environmental issues. While the dialogue has previously been framed mainly in 

scientific, economic and political terms, the encyclical adds a spiritual dimension 

and provides a religious point of view, inviting us all to understand creation as a holy 

and precious gift from God to be revered by all men and women.

 

2)    The poor are disproportionately affected by climate change.

The encyclical highlights the disproportionate effect of environmental change on the poor, especially on 

those living in the developing world.  The encyclical points out that the natural resources of poorer 

countries are often used to fuel the development of richer countries at the cost of their own present and 

future.  The encyclical references the Gospels and Catholic social teaching to critique the exclusion of 

anyone from the benefits of Creation, and calls for an appreciation of the “immense dignity of the poor.”

3)    Less is more.

Pope Francis takes aim at what he calls the “technocratic” mind-set, in which technology is seen as key to 

human existence.  He critiques an unthinking reliance on market forces, in which every advancement is 

embraced before considering how it will affect the environment and human beings. The encyclical also 

decries “extreme consumerism” and contrasts it with Christian spirituality which offers a growth marked by 

“moderation and the capacity to be happy with little.” 

4)    Catholic social teaching now includes teaching on the environment.

Pope Francis explicitly states that LAUDATO SI’ "is now added to the body of the Church's social teaching."  

The encyclical continues the Church's reflection on modern-day problems that began with Leo XIII's 

Rerum Novarum on capital and labor in 1891 and St. John XXIII's Pacem in Terris which addressed the 

crisis of nuclear war.  Pope Francis uses traditional Catholic Social Teaching, particularly the idea of the 

“common good,” to frame his discussion.

5)    Discussions about ecology can be grounded in the Bible and church tradition.

Pope Francis traces the theme of God's love for Creation through both the Old and New Testaments.  In 

Genesis, humankind was called to care for and “till and keep” the earth; unfortunately says the Pope, we 

have done too much tilling and not enough keeping!  Jesus himself appreciated the natural world and 

praised Creation.  St. Francis of Assisi also inspired us to care for nature and the environment.

6)    Everything is connected – including the economy.

Adopting a systematic approach, LAUDATO SI’ points out that “we are part of nature, included in it, and 

thus in constant interaction with it.” Thus our decisions, particularly about production and consumption, 

have an inevitable effect on the environment.  An unquestioning reliance on the market and a headless 

BCS Parish Unit AGM
th

The Parish Unit of the Bombay Catholic Sabha conducted its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Sun. 28  
June after the 10:00am mass.  Around 27 members attended in the Church Council Room.

In line with the Agenda, the minutes of the last year's AGM were read out and passed, the Annual Report & 
Accounts were tabled, and the salient points explained. The main topics of the report are the BMC Ward 
Committee Meetings, the BMC's Draft Development Plan (DP) 2034, the vendor encroachment on the 

th nd
footpath along the church boundary wall at 26  & 32  Roads, and the related BMC permission to install 
flower pots at the site valid until Dec 2015.

The meeting concluded at 1:00pm followed by a fellowship of afternoon lunch.  For a more detailed version 
of the Annual Report, please visit the parish website.

Ivan Lemos    

LAUDATO SI� in brief
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BCS Parish Unit AGM
th

The Parish Unit of the Bombay Catholic Sabha conducted its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Sun. 28  
June after the 10:00am mass.  Around 27 members attended in the Church Council Room.

In line with the Agenda, the minutes of the last year's AGM were read out and passed, the Annual Report & 
Accounts were tabled, and the salient points explained. The main topics of the report are the BMC Ward 
Committee Meetings, the BMC's Draft Development Plan (DP) 2034, the vendor encroachment on the 

th nd
footpath along the church boundary wall at 26  & 32  Roads, and the related BMC permission to install 
flower pots at the site valid until Dec 2015.

The meeting concluded at 1:00pm followed by a fellowship of afternoon lunch.  For a more detailed version 
of the Annual Report, please visit the parish website.

Ivan Lemos    

LAUDATO SI� in brief
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rdSt. Theresa's hosted a special Eucharist on Sat. 23  May to bid a collective farewell to Frs. 
John, Titus and Sunil, who left our parish at summer-end for various assignments elsewhere.
  

While Fr. John has assumed charge as Manager of St. Arnold School and Assistant at Sacred Heart Church, 
both in Andheri, Fr. Sunil has been posted to Pune as Assistant Principal and Head of the Primary Section of 
St. Arnold School there.  Fr. Titus is pursuing a doctoral program in Family Counselling at Bangalore.

The Mass, which coincided with Pentecost Sunday weekend, featured expressions of thanks and well 
wishes by representatives of various parish groups.  While Edgar de Sousa spoke on behalf of the PPC, 
Grace Vaz gave thanks on behalf of the Liturgy Team. Mark Anthony Hopkins, an ex-student of St. 
Theresa's and our Sunday School and a TYM member, said a special thank you to Fr. John.  Arun D'Silva 
addressed his comments to Fr. Titus who was spiritual advisor of the Prayer Group, while Rebecca Ferreira 
as a TYM & Christ Café member directed her sentiments to Fr. Sunil.

Finally, Veneta Gomes presented a special card to Fr. John on behalf of the Sunday School students, while 
Olivia Rodrigues (age 9) said a special thank you to Fr. Sunil on behalf of the altar servers.  Each priest was 
also presented with a bouquet of flowers.

Parishioners took the opportunity after the Mass to wish each of the departing priests God Speed and Good 
Luck!

Farewells

By and About Fr. John
Fr. John later sent in a farewell message to the PPC which we share below:

Showers of Heavenly Blessings and wet pitter-patter Season's Greetings to each one of you!
Dear Fr. Bernard, incoming young team of priests, and my beloved PPC members,

Being in the parish for 11 years and participating in every activity and the heartbeat of parish life 
have enhanced and enriched me, in my personal as well as communitarian spiritual growth.  The 
whole parish has bestowed so much of unconditional LOVE upon me during my stay with you.

I thank my God for every blessing that has strengthened me through your prayers and intercessions.  
I know that I have grown not only in mighty size, width and structure but also in profound intimacy 
with the Lord.

I have deeply experienced the real presence of the Lord each time I celebrated the Holy Eucharist 
with you.  People of other faiths and those who live outside our parish have confided in me about the 
miracles, blessings and favours that they have received through the intercessions and interventions 
of our Patroness, St. Theresa.  I have personally read through her autobiography many times and 
received lots of spiritual bouquets of heavenly blessings that constantly helped me to continue 
serving the Lord joyfully every day in my pastoral and educational ministry.  As I was packing my 
bags to leave, I realized that I had gotten so involved that I felt it difficult to be uprooted.

As I assume a new role at Sacred Heart, Andheri, I feel consoled and comforted by St. Theresa who 
had immense love and devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Through her intercession, I have a 
feeling that I am being led to the parish to experience the greatest love that comes from the Master 
himself.  I believe that nothing comes from nothing; everything is planned and designed by God 
alone.  I thank each one of you and God bless you always.  All I ask of you is to remember me as 
loving you.

Fr. John Mascarenhas

Adieu Fr. John

June - July 2015

It is always hard to say goodbye especially if the person has left behind unforgettable 
memories in our minds – and that person is none other than our dear Fr. John.   We 
were lucky to have him in our midst for 11 years, playing a dual role – as Principal of 
St. Theresa's School and Assistant Parish Priest.

Most of us would remember Fr. John as the singing priest popularly nicknamed 
"Mario Lanza." His chants at a High Mass made it even more solemn and 
meaningful. Who could forget his sense of humour whether it be during the Mass or 
at casual gatherings and his 
powerful exultation after the 

Easter Vigil?  As Principal, the teachers and 
students referred to him as their inspiration and 
guiding light always open to new ideas and 
progress.

Fr. John, we the parishioners of St Theresa's would 
like to extend our sincerest thanks and appreciation 
to you for the years of faithful and joyful service you 
afforded to us.  As we bid you goodbye it is our 
sincere prayer that God bless you for your service to 
the Church, and reward you abundantly.  May you 
always have songs of praise on your lips and Christ 
in your heart.

By Fr. Sunil
Down Memory Lane

"I am with you always, till the end of time" (Mt. 28:20).  This is what I 
experienced during my ministry in this parish.  I believe God was with me in 
the midst of loving and caring parishioners.

The various activities of the associations and communities helped me to build 
a deep bond with parishioners.  My faith too was strengthened as I celebrated 
the Eucharist each day in your beautiful church filled with God's presence.

Working at St. Theresa's School was also an unforgettable experience. The enthusiastic students, 
dynamic teachers and understanding parents filled me with joy and satisfaction.  Personally, I 
learnt a lot from both, the parish and the school.

My stay was short but my experience was vast. I am grateful to God for giving me the opportunity to 
carry out His mission in your parish.  I pray for God's blessings on this parish and request you keep 
me in your prayers as I continue to guide His flock with love like our Good Shepherd Jesus.

Fr. Sunil Menezes

Parish Office Staff Changes

Jean Gonsalves, who handled Accounting and Administration at our parish office for the last 3½ years, left 
recently to pursue other opportunities.  We wish her the best in her future endeavours.

Joylan Miranda has assumed responsibility for Accounting and Administration as of May 11.  Joylan is a 
newcomer to Mumbai and, after short stints at two other companies, is delighted and grateful that the Lord 
has guided him to his new job at St. Theresa's.  We welcome him to our parish family.
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Grotto Renovation
The grotto area was recently renovated and elevated 
with new paver stones and a fresh paint job that 
gives it a brighter and cleaner look.  The spruced up 
area is sure to inspire the faithful to greater 
devotions to Our Lady and her beloved Son.

Proclamation Cell
A new Proclamation Cell was formed in our parish 
on June 19.  Its primary purpose is to proclaim the 
Gospel to all.  All baptised parishioners are 
automatically eligible to join, as with our baptism 
we are each called upon to evangelize and spread 
the Word.  The cell is currently formulating plans on 
how best to implement its mission and invites all to 
join in.  For further information please contact the 
parish office.

Readers' Forum

Rekindling Memories

The "Diaspora Diary" article in the April-May issue 
of Vision made wonderful reading!  My husband 
and I were new to the parish when we first saw Rudi 
in the late 1980's and early 1990's.  We remember 
him vividly.  He struck us as being a very dynamic 
person actively involved in parish activities.  
Though we did not know him personally, his 
presence had a very happy and positive effect.  Then 
suddenly he was gone; we heard that he'd moved to 
the US with his family.  It was so wonderful to learn 
that Rudi has continued to serve the Lord faithfully 
and is now a Deacon!  Thank you dear Vision Team 
for bringing back such beautiful memories of our 
parish.

Annette Fernandes

A Mixed Bag
I write to record my appreciation to all on the Vision 
Editorial Team for the last April-May issue, a 16 
page edition!  I'm sure it was a massive amount of 
work to prepare and release the publication.  
Moreover, it consisted of a mixed bag of various 
topics to cater to every interest of our parishioners.  
Most importantly from my point of view are the 
civic issues related to our community.  

Please continue your good work on similar lines.  A 
fantastic job … much appreciated.  Well done & 
God Bless!
 
Ivan Lemos

18 19
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WELCOME

The parishioners of St. Theresa's extend a warm welcome to Frs. Jolly, Nicky, Dinesh and George and 
wish them God's blessings in their new ministry.

Fr. Jolly Kuriakose Mudakkampurath SVD

Fr. Jolly was born on Nov. 30, 1963 at Keezhoor, Kerala, joined the Society of the Divine Word in 1979 and 
was ordained in 1993.  He holds a B.A. degree and a Master's in Theology (M.Th) with a specialization in 
SCC as a contrast Community.  He has also completed the Dei Verbum (“Word of God”) course in Rome that 
has its origins in the Second Vatican Council.  He worked as a Missionary in Ghana for more than 10 years, 
as coordinator of Biblical Apostolate and as Director of the SVD Retreat Centre. For the past one year he has 
served as Director of the Retreat Centre at Kaduthuruthy, Kerala.  He has been appointed as Assistant at our 
parish.

Fr. Nicolau Dionizio D'Costa SVD

Fr. Nicky was born on Dec. 6, 1974 in Goa, joined the Society of the Divine Word in 1987 and was ordained 
on May 8, 2002.  He graduated in English Literature, Politics and Sociology from St Philomena's College, 
Mysore and then completed his studies in Philosophy at SVD Vidya Bhavan, Bhopal.  He went on to do his 
Masters in Sociology and after completing his studies, served as Vocation Promoter and Prefect at SVD 
House, Goa.  He served as Assistant Parish Priest in our parish for a year in 2005.  He completed his B.Ed. in 
Goa and served as Principal of St. Arnold Central School, Pune from 2008. He assumes charge as Principal 
of St. Theresa's School, and Assistant at our church.

Fr. Dinesh Damor SVD

Fr. Dinesh was born on Mar. 30, 1978 in Dungripada, Jhabua District, M.P. He joined the Society of the 
Divine Word in 1994 and was ordained in Feb. 2009.  He graduated in English Literature from Loyola 
College, Chennai and in Philosophy from SVD Vidya Bhavan, Bhopal.  His first appointment as a priest 
was at our parish.  A year later he was transferred to the Mangaon mission.  He did his B.Ed. in 2015 at Vasai 
College and taught at St. Arnold Central School, Pune.  He assumes charge as Assistant Principal and Head 
of the Primary Section of St. Theresa's School, and Assistant at our church.

Fr. George Crasta SVD

Fr. George was born on May 6, 1982 in Kasaragod District of Kerala and hails from a religious family with 
two of his sisters as nuns.  He joined the Society of the Divine Word at Mangalore.  He graduated from St 
Philomena's College, Mysore.  He did his Bachelor of Philosophy at SVD Vidya Bhavan and earned a 
Master's in Philosophy from Barkatullah University, Bhopal.  He was ordained on May 2, 2014.  His first 
appointment was at Bailhongal Mission in Belgaum.  He has been appointed as Assistant at our parish.
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