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Jesus ,  Our Greatest G i ft

T

I am the way, the truth, and the 

life

Yorick Fonseca

he birth of a child is usually a highly anticipated event in any home. After the initial 

announcement of the pregnancy, the parents excitedly start making plans for the impending 

new arrival: selecting a hospital, buying furniture and clothes, setting up the baby's room, and 

deciding on a name. The extended family also usually joins in, with all waiting in breathless 

anticipation.

And when the baby finally arrives, there is much excitement as the bundle of joy is brought 

home, with everyone congratulating the parents and cooing over the new arrival.  At the christening, 

the parents marvel at God's gift, and wonder what the future has in store for their son or daughter.

If the birth of an ordinary child can generate so much joy in a family, imagine how much greater 

is mankind's joy over the birth of Our Lord & Saviour, Jesus Christ? A birth much anticipated 

through the ages, foretold by prophets for generations, and heralded by angels!  A 

life that had a far-reaching impact and left a lasting legacy for all of mankind!

While prior generations were expecting a saviour who would restore 

their political fortunes, Christ came instead as a saviour of a different kind: 

a Son born of the Father, suffused with the Holy Spirit, a teacher who 

preached a radical new message of God's boundless love, compassion, 

mercy and forgiveness.  A message for all mankind that was no longer about 

strict adherence to the law.

Jesus' birth, life and teachings represent a watershed moment in man's history on earth.  

For he showed us how to pray, how to love and forgive, how to trust in Divine Providence, and how to 

accept and strive to do God's will.  For those of us who were baptised in the faith, or have through 

conviction been converted, how lucky we should all feel, to be recipients of this, the greatest gift of 

all, the lessons of Love that Jesus taught us.

Let us resolve at this joyous time of year to appreciate the precious gift we have received, and 

truly live the kind of life that Jesus would have wanted us to. “

,” he said.  Let us be grateful and celebrate his greatest gift to us … a radical new way of being!
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Yu l e t i d e  M u s i n g s  

Sheila Fernandes

In a world beset by poverty and conflict, individualism 
and consumerism, we begin to think that the hope 
proclaimed by Christmas is often lacking. 

A wonderful story from World War I could perhaps 

change our thinking. On Christmas Eve 1914, soldiers in 

the trenches began singing Christmas songs. Soon, 

soldiers on both sides were crossing the trenches into the 

enemy camp, making Christmas decorations, giving 

presents and playing a game of  makeshift soccer. 

Eventually, hostilities resumed, but that was a brief  

shining example of  the Christmas feeling of  hope, love 

and kinship.

Finding this deeper meaning of  Christmas may be easier 

said than done. But it is a worthwhile endeavour for us to 

reflect upon. 

The delightful traditions of  Christmas shopping for the 

perfect gifts, baking cakes, stuffing the turkey, kneading 

marzipan or decorating the tree can be a source of  joy. 

They create a feeling of  togetherness. 

Simple acts of  charity - helping the less fortunate, visiting 

those who have experienced the trauma of  loss, can 

make Christmas a time for enrichening lives and those of  

others. 

Christmas can be a time of  humility and restraint to build 

bridges of  peace as joy is encountered among family and 

friends, around dinner tables and Christmas trees. 

This year may we find the true meaning of  Christmas as 

we prepare room for Him within our hearts. Then we can 

truly rejoice and sing 'Joy to the World the Lord has 

come.  Let earth receive her King.'

Here's wishing all our readers the blessings of  happiness 

and peace at Christmas and throughout the New Year!
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Editorial

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK
ROOTED IN THE WORD – TO SHARE HIS MISSION

Fr. Jolly Mudakkampurathu – SVD

he self  communicating WORD of   the Father at the beginning of  creation is the 

first WORD God the Father uttered by saying “Let there be light and there was 

light” (Gen 1/3). Therefore God's Word is creative in Nature. “In the beginning 

God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was 

over the surface of  the deep, and the Spirit of  God was hovering over the waters. 
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and 

he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness 
he called “night.” 

And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day”. (Gen 1/1-4)
Before the WORD was uttered the earth was in chaos and was formless but when the wind of  

the Spirit hovered over the earth there was order and light. God's WORD has power to renew 

and change our very lives.
Jesus is rooted in the WORD and the Word became flesh and was born in Bethlehem. 

In the Gospel of  John chapter one we read: 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of  all 

mankind”.  (Jn 1/1-5) 
Christmas is a celebration of  that WORD rooted in the Father becoming flesh in Bethlehem. 

Church is a community rooted in the WORD of  the Father as Paul reminds us in  his letter to 

the Ephesian community
 “I pray that, according to the riches of  His glory…. As you are being rooted and grounded in 

LOVE.” (Eph 3/16-20)
As a parish community we too are rooted in the WORD OF GOD to accomplish a 

MISSION. As disciples of  the WORD and companions of  the WORD inspired by our 

patron St. Theresa of  Child Jesus, may we celebrate this Christmas rooted in the WORD and 

real incarnation of  the DIVINE WORD well-grounded and rooted in HIS WORD. 

T

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL
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C o m m u n i t y  R e p o r t s

Zone IV celebrates Aagera Sinead Gomes

Aagera is the harvest festival, where the farmers offer their first crop of grain to God Almighty, which is 

blessed and then distributed.

Zone IV celebrated this festival for the first time on Sunday October 8, at the village cross. It began with 

a procession round the village, with the Khar band in attendance followed by Mass in Marathi. Fr. 

Donald and his Marathi choir headed by Charlie D'Souza chorused 

beautifully.

The Councilors and the villagers put in hard work to make this event 

successful.  

Our village ladies cooked the meal. They were beautifully dressed in East 

Indian traditional lugras and little children came in surkhas and langotis.

There was a shower of rain to bless us and the event ended with greetings 

and fellowship in the rain.

Guardian Angel Community Feast celebrations Jane Braganza

On October 2nd, the Guardian Angel Community celebrated their feast with a meaningful Mass 

which was very well attended.  It was indeed a happy sight to see the little children dressed like 

angels coming forward with their offerings.  Fr. Jolly–SVD preached an  inspiring homily. The liturgy 

was well planned and the hymns were very apt.

Fr. Jolly went around and blessed everyone, thereafter the entire community proceeded to the 

school quadrangle. The animators welcomed them all and presented them with a beautiful picture 

of the Guardian Angel.  All were requested to occupy their favourite angel's table. Noeline 

compered the function and kept everyone on their toes with the grand march and her Angelic 

Housie. It was definitely an evening to remember with numerous prizes, delicious snacks and a 

sumptuous dinner.

ZONE  III -  Mass for the  deceased Joaquim Sequeira

Members  of Zone 3 gathered on Friday November 17th, at the chapel of the Daughters of St.  

Paul to celebrate the Eucharist for the deceased members who passed away during the last 12  

months. The celebrant Fr. Vinod in his homily preached on service to the 

community and said that the reason for offering Masses for the dead was to 

honour them and to pray that they may attain eternity. He also said that 

praying for the departed souls  reminds us of the death and resurrection of 

our Lord. 

Before the offertory,  the presentation of a rose  by a family  member of the 

deceased  was a unique way to  remember the families that suffered the 

loss of their dear ones. After the  Mass, there was a brief get-together in the hall adjoining the 

chapel. The event was well organised with snacks and a game of Housie conducted by  Joe 

Coutinho. We would like to thank  the Daughters of St. Paul and all the animators of Zone 3 who 

worked tirelessly to organise this Mass.

St. Michael's Community celebrates the Centenary of the apparition at Fatima

Theresa Aguiar

The St. Michael's Community met on October 15, near the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in Pali 

Village to commemorate the centenary of the appearance of Our Lady at Fatima. Unfortunately, 

the  streets lights played up and the place was plunged into darkness. The rains however showed 

up giving it an aura of the  apparition in 1917.

Around 35 people came to join in the celebration. The rosary was recited with great devotion, 

followed by an evening of fellowship.

The core committee works with a positive attitude to increase the participation and looks forward 

to making the St. Michael's community one big family.

Salesian Community – Zone IV Patricia Pereira

The Salesian Community of Zone 4 gathered for their  Community Mass  on  October 

19, at the Gomes Compound at 7.30pm. The Holy Eucharist was celebrated by our 

zonal pastor, Rev. Fr. Caetano Mascarenhas–SVD, whose wonderful homily on “The 

Family” sunk deep into our minds and hearts. It was very heartening to see  everyone participate 

so fervently in the Eucharist and  join wholeheartedly  in singing the hymns.

To make the gathering more meaningful, the community members spent some precious time 

mingling with one another as light snacks, sponsored by few of our SCC members, were served.

15th Road Community Renamed Yorick Fonseca

The 15th Road Small Christian Community was renamed as the All Saints 

Community at a neighbourhood Mass and get-together that took place at 

Little Flower No.4 on November 1.

The Mass was celebrated by Fr. Jolly–SVD who reminded all of the 

importance of reaching out and listening empathetically to one's neighbours, 

so that we can have a better fellowship, love and understanding of each other.

The offertory gifts reflected similar sentiments of caring and sharing. The 

evening ended with a sponsored biryani dinner and ice-cream. 
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TYM Column BCS REPORTS

Movie Competition

ongratulations go out to the 

youth of our parish for 

winning the 3rd place at the 4th 

'DYC Make-A-Movie Competition 

2017' event.  The movie was based 

on 'Care for Creation'. Twenty Five 

parishes participated.   The youth 

have truly made our parish proud 

by not only being spokespersons 

but also ambassadors of nature 

and their faith. It is these kind of 

competitions that provide  a good 

platform for future media talent for 

our youth.  

Parishioners can watch the video 

LINK: https://youtu.be/3ibAno-U2-U

C
Theresian Telegames Nerisa Silveira

heresian Telegames a fun sporting event, was organized by 

the TYM (Theresian Youth Movement) on  November 5th, at 

St Theresa's school quadrangle.

Fr Jolly opened the games with a prayer, which was followed by an 

action song. The enthusiastic children, almost 60 of them, came 

promptly on time and were divided into groups. Each team chose a 

creative team name and the games began.  Some of the players' 

parents, grandparents and friends came to cheer them.  There was 

laughter, merriment, team spirit and camaraderie all through the 

afternoon. The water games were a hit, as the children enjoyed 

getting wet. Halfway through the games, refreshments were served. 

The prizes of  eco-friendly medals were awarded to the two winning 

teams at the end of the games.

The TYM sincerely thanks our Spiritual Director Fr Vinod Gopu, our 

Parish Priest Fr Jolly, Fr Nicky and Fr Ivan for permitting use of the 

school premises, Rosario 

for helping out. We thank 

t h e  p a r e n t s  w h o  

encouraged their children 

to participate and our 

lovely young participants.  

T
INTER-RELIGIOUS SEMINAR Sunny Fernandes

If food is nourishment for the body, then religion is nourishment for the soul. And just as one 

can sample other ethnic foods without losing one's own cuisine or palette preferences, so also 

one can perhaps explore the truths inherent in other faiths and enrich one's own religious 

practice without losing one's core beliefs.

With this in mind, the parish unit of the Bombay Catholic Sabha hosted an Inter-Religious 

Seminar on November 14, which was attended by representatives of the Sikh, Islam, Hindu 

and Catholic faiths.  The meeting started with light refreshments and performances by 

students from St.Joseph's, St.Andrew's and St. Stanislaus schools, followed by the joint 

lighting of a commemorative lamp.

The idea behind the event, was to share with the youth,  the diverse religious beliefs and 

values, so that greater understanding could ensure, that one does not get trapped by the 

fundamentalist religious ideology that is dividing society today.

Mr. Gurpreet Joginder Singh, age 94, spoke first and referring to certain texts of the Guru 

Granth Sahib, explained how the Sikh faith gives importance to women, and encourages 

youth to fight evil in society.

Mr. Faizal Farookhi shared the values of Islam through a scripture reading from the Quran, 

a story of the Prophet Yousef, the same Prophet Joseph of the Old Testament.  He used the 

story to explain values that could be used in society.

Dr. Milind Aggarwal explained Hinduism through his knowledge and practice of the faith.  

Having written a Doctoral thesis on Srimad Bhagavad Gita and its relevance to modern 

management, he gave examples of how one can adapt and apply its teachings to real life 

situations.

Dr. Fr. Sebastian Michael, referencing cultural anthropology, cited examples of tribes with a 

feral culture of beheadings, and societies involved in female infanticide.  He explained how 

these cultures evolved to become more humane and civilized.  He then juxtaposed history 

with modern day mankind and the challenges it faces, and encouraged youth to tackle them. 

Fr. Reynold Pascal was the final speaker and shared values from the Bible.  Being Children's 

Day, he explained how the Bible tells us to be like little children who hold no prejudice or 

hatred. He emphasized the importance of youth empowerment and leadership.

The evening ended with a vote of thanks and all invited to a fellowship with the aroma of 

religious nourishment still lingering in the air.

Laugh out Loud—Christmas Spirit

It  was just before Christmas and the magistrate was in happy mood. He asked the prisoner who was in the dock, ' 

What are you charged with?' The prisoner replied, ' Doing my Christmas shopping too early.' 'That's no crime', said 

the magistrate. ' Just how early were you doing this shopping?' ‘Before the shop opened' answered the prisoner.

Pause to Ponder

Lousy - Housie Lucille Rodrigues

On Sunday mornings, in many Christian suburbs of Mumbai, one can spot a steady stream of well-

dressed people making their way down the road.  This is not to the church, but to the gaming halls 

where the game of Housie is held.  
These games start on time.  No one is late, all are punctual.  Many hobble their way to the game on 

sticks/walkers to catch an advantageous seat, equipped with pens, pencils, hard-boards, and stamp pads 

with rubber stamps to stamp their names and membership numbers on their tickets.  Silence is essential.  

They may be your best friends, but once the session starts, they will not even recognize you, nor give you a 

nod in greeting.  Their ears and hearing aids, their eyes and their contact lenses are focussed on the caller - 

horizontal line, jaldi five, full house, bucket luck.  Most go home dejected or disgusted. (EIJ)
I ask myself—

¶ How do I dress when I come to church?
¶ Do I maintain silence once I enter the church?
¶ Do I come prepared?
¶ What is my level of concentration?

The Priest says "The Mass is ended. Go in Peace"  Do I leave with God's peace, and carry it to my family, 

neighbours and friends?

Help  me  dear  Lord  to  ge t  my  pr io r i t i e s  r i ght .  Amen
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to participate and our 

lovely young participants.  
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Help  me  dear  Lord  to  ge t  my  pr io r i t i e s  r i ght .  Amen
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Mission Sunday  Grace Vaz

This Mission Sunday, we had the honour of having with us Fr. (Dr.) 

Felix Roche (SVD) and Fr. Alvin Mascarenhas (SVD), both Directors in 

charge of 'Asha Jyothi' in Hyderabad. 

After every Holy Mass on 21st and 22nd October, clippings were shown 

of the yeomen services rendered at 'Asha Jyoti' , the place that houses 

HIV affected children and leprosy patients, irrespective of caste, creed 

or religion.  Asha Jyoti stands out as a "Good Samaritan" imbibing 

confidence and hope in the minds of the suffering.

After each Holy Mass on 21st and 22nd, the volunteers of Food Kitchen helped in the sale of Jeevodaya Herbals 

prepared by  Fr. Roche. It was encouraging to see our parishioners patronizing the stalls. The priests have 

promised to make these tonics available for future use, which will be available at the church office.

As Christians we are called to build a better world for God's people and we can do this by giving and sharing our 

resources to make a difference in the lives of the suffering and the less privileged. 

Annual Sunday School Picnic Berna Fernandes

On November 19,  a bus load of 85 children along with Fr. Nicky and Deacon Sunil, set out for the Annual Sunday 

School Picnic to Bosco Wadi, Uttan. The picnic was packed with various exciting games for all ages, conducted by 

the TYM.  Fellowship, Friendship and Fun could aptly describe the day. Many children belonged to the age group of 

4-15 years and the kids went crazy on the sandy ground.

 It was a funfilled day for all the children and thanks to all our Catechists for their hard work to make the picnic a 

success. 

Legion of Mary – (Mary help of Christians) Mrs. Marie D'Souza

The Legionaries, celebrated our Blessed Mother's Birthday on  September 18th, with great love and enthusiasm. 

The Legion officers came early to prepare the altar. Truly, a beautiful sight it was, with fresh flowers and diyas 

round our Lady. 

We entered the council room in a procession. Sr. Rita leading the way carrying the statue of Mama Mary and 

saying “Ave, Ave”, to which music was provided by Br. Kevin. 

We said the opening prayers and rosary, after which we  welcomed  Fr. Caitano,  and Sr. Mari Gonsalves and Sr. 

Celeine, visitors from the Senatus.  After that we said  a thanksgiving prayer and then snacks were served 

Sr. Mavis spoke on Mother Mary's apparitions at Fatima and its relevance in modern times. We recited the Catena 

and played a few games brilliantly prepared by Br. Andrew.  

Sr. Mari Gonsalves spoke a few words of appreciation, thanking all for the efforts put in to make that beautiful day 

memorable for all. Fr. Caetano encouraged us to carry on the good work the legionaries are doing and he was 

very happy to be with us. 

A special thanks to Sr. Mavis who went out of her way and took the trouble to prepare the programme. 

Tree Trimming at St. Theresa's  Ivan Lemos

As parishioners may have noticed, the parish recently undertook a massive tree-trimming exercise in and around 

the church and school property to address concerns about the risks posed by weak or diseased foliage.  The 

exercise was in fact triggered by several incidents at the start of the monsoon, when 3 coconut trees on school 

property were uprooted.

Following a cautionary notice, the BMC's Garden Department was invited to carry out a survey during which they 

identified 51 trees that required heavy trimming or a top cut, and 4 trees that needed to be completely cut at the 

base.  The work was undertaken after obtaining the requisite permissions, lining up the contractor, and moving 

parked cars with police assistance. A final inspection was conducted by the BMC's own horticulturist.  Total cost: 

approx. Rs.1 lakh which was paid by the School.

While the overhanging foliage and green canopy is no longer there to provide shade, all visitors to the premises 

can now breathe a sigh of relief at the reduced risk to life, limb or property.

Parish reports

Multilingual Rosary Grace Vaz

“Pray the Rosary everyday, in order to obtain peace for the world, and the end of the war." This was the 

message of our Lady clearly given to the three children at Fatima. 

 To celebrate the Centenary of the apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima, a multilingual 
th

Rosary was held on October 13 , at the Grotto on our church lawns. It was indeed a 

unique and blessed time for prayer and intercession, as the six groups of different 

languages gathered in unison for the collective Rosary. This multilingual rosary was 

organised  by the Liturgy team under the guidance of our Parish Priest Fr. Jolly.

The well  lit  grotto and the statue adorned with diyas added to the beauty and 

prayerful atmosphere. The intentions for peace in families, in communities and in 

the world were prayed for during the rosary.

We should keep in mind that the practice of reciting the Rosary daily and devoutly 

keeps us in the grace of God and makes us worthy of eternal life.

Solemnity of Christ the King – 26th November
                                     Grace Vaz

The feast of Christ the King is set aside by the Church to honour and  recognize Christ in our hearts as our 

Sovereign Lord and Master. To mark this day on November 26, there was Adoration including a three hour silent 

adoration for personal prayer  with the Blessed Sacrament exposed  from 10 am to 4 pm. All the 

four zones participated in  meaningful prayer and reflection at their appointed time.

The external proclamation began with the collective parish procession at 5 pm 

from our Church to St. Andrew's ground with an excellent turn out of our 

parishioners. The  Eucharistic was carried in a Monstrance while the Khar 

band was in attendance.  Along the  way  several of those housebound 

welcomed Jesus with flowers and lit candles.

St Andrew's ground was packed with parishioners of the six parishes of the 

Bandra Deanery. Fr.  Valerian Pereira  - SDB Rector, Don Bosco, Lonavla,  in 

his thought provoking homily “Jesus that surprises me" spoke of Jesus'   endless 

love and perseverance for his flock. A well  organized hour of worship ended with a 

Consecration prayer and Benediction.
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My fun time Learning Superheroes of the Bible
Jayden D'Mello (9th Std)

t started on October 15th at 9.00 am with 30 children anxiously waiting to learn I about the superheroes of the Bible.

 The 1st hero was Samson who was known for his 

unbelievable strength.   His weakness for women – Delilah 

betrayed him and brought about his downfall.

The 2nd superhero was Esther, a beautiful queen who 

because of her love for her father and country took the risk to 

make the King understand that his advisor was an evil person. She stood up for 

God's people and was the reason behind the Jews being saved

The 3rd hero was St. Joseph, the foster father of Jesus.  

Even though Mary was pregnant before marriage he 

listened to the angel and took Mary as his wife.  He 

helped Mary to find a stable where she could give birth to 

Jesus.

During the three days, games and various activities were 

organized to keep us busy.  We enjoyed the delicious snacks and cold 

drinks which were very refreshing.

We thank the Bible Cell organisers for all the arrangements which helped us to 

learn and understand the heroes of the Bible.

Christmas Card Competition 2017

The contest is open to all children under 12 years of age of 

our parish. 

The theme is based on Christmas. 

You're free to choose your own design. 

Make sure you write your full name, age, address and 

submit your entries to the Church office by 

December 22, 2017. 

The winners of the contest will be announced in the

next edition.

Sunday December 3, 2017, First Sunday of Advent 

ŸKindly drop your contribution towards 'Christmas Food Hamper' in the box kept at the 

entrance of the church. You may also pay to parish office.

ŸChristmas Carol singing celebration in our church on Friday December 15, 2017, after the 

7:00pm Mass. It is a group activity of minimum 5 participants and above. No age limits. This 

event is open to all. children, youth, the elderly, cells of association and the SCC's. Kindly 

contact the parish office for the registration forms.  Last date for participation is December 

13, 2017. 

ŸThere will be Crib contest for individual and community categories. Theme – “ROOTED IN 

THE WORD”. Entry forms are available at the parish office. Last date Friday December 22, 

2017. 

Parishioners are requested to pay the Community Fund for the financial year 2017-2018. 

Kindly mention your contact details before dropping the envelope in the community fund box. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

December  3 rd, Sunday Christmas Café – (Bible Cell)                                                         

(7:00pm to 10:00pm)

Outreach Programme (Conducted by - Fr. Jose Vettiyankal, 

Director Logos Retreat Centre, Bangalore)

Friday 8th Dec – 4:30pm – 9:30pm

Saturday 9th Dec– 9:00am to 12:30pm 

(Divine Mercy Recollection)-& 5:30 – 9:30pm

Sunday 10th Dec – 5:00pm – 9:45pm 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGING – (7:30pm)

(Participation forms available at parish office)

Theme : “ROOTED IN THE WORD” 

Community & Individual

(Registration forms available at parish office)

Church Crib ZONE- II

Church Decoration ZONE - III

Sacrament of FIRST 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Sunday 4th February, 2018

Sacrament of                         

CONFIRMATION 
Sunday 8th April, 2018 

December 8 th, 9 th & 10 th 

(Friday to Sunday)  

December 15 th, Friday 

CHRISTMAS CRIB 

CONTEST
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 CORRIGENDUM
To Err Is Human, To Forgive Is Divine

 The Pushpa Club regrets the error made at the Dramatics Talent 
Contest 2017.  Zone 1 was mistakenly awarded the Overall 

Championship instead of Zone 2.  The trophy was correctly awarded 
to Zone 2 on Sunday 17th September at the 10.00am Mass.
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St Xavier's influence  on Christianity in India 
Mary JanePinheiro

t Francis Xavier was born in a   noble family in Spain. He had S an ambition to accomplish great deeds in the world, but when 

his mentor St Ignatius asked him " what profits a man, if he gains 

the whole world and loses his soul?." These very thought 

provoking words  inspired him  and he surrendered to God, spent 

the rest of his life preaching the word of God. He along with St. 

Ignatius Loyala became one of the seven who founded the Society 

of  Jesus, which is now popularly known as Jesuits.

The great missionary Francis Xavier arrived in Goa on May 6, 1542 after king 

John III of Portugal asked Ignatius Loyala for missionaries to be sent to work in his 

empire including India.

He began his mission by ministering to the sick in the hospitals and to 

children. He would go to the streets ringing a little bell and inviting people to hear 

the word of God. When he gathered a number, he would take them to a nearby 

church and would then preach the gospel and explain the catechism to them.

In India he travelled to south to proclaim the Word of  God. In the villages the 

crowd besieged Francis begging him to pray for the ailing members of their family. 

During his short tenure of his missionary work from 1542 to 1552,  he performed 

innumerable miracles of every kind. In Japan, a merchant, blind for many years, 

met with St Francis who recited the Gospels and made the sign of the cross over 

his head and his sight was restored.

In the city of Combutura, a boy had fallen into a deep well and drowned. His 

body was later brought up to the surface. Francis prayed over the dead child and 

then, “took him by the hand, ordered him in the name of Jesus Christ to rise. 

Immediately the boy returned to life.”

On one occasion, a small crucifix which the missionary always carried had 

fallen in the ocean was restored to him by a sea crab when he reached the shore.

He was a man of prayer, man concerned about the poor, the sick, the 

imprisioned and the underprivileged. He is a saint 

not because of his miraculous body, which has 

not yet turned into dust but because he lived 

the life which was near to perfect imitation of 

Jesus Christ. If we truly wish to honour him 

then we should follow his examples and 

embrace the mission of the patron saint of 

missionaries.

Winners of the Painting Competition 
(Vision Sep-Oct issue)

Congratulations to the winners

 Adelle Nazareth (5-8 yrs age group) 

Rianne Mascarenhas (8-12 years age group)  

UCDC Reports—Migrant Community Celebrates Karam Festival
Yorick Fonseca

hile parishioners celebrated Sunday, 1st Oct. as the parish feast, the migrant W community got together the same day to celebrate their very own Karam festival. 

The guest of honour and main celebrant at the 4:00pm Mass was Bishop Jashpur 

Emmanuel of Kunkuri, Chhattisgarh.

Karam is an agricultural festival rooted in tribal traditions. It is usually celebrated on the 

11th day of the full moon, and involves young people going into the forest to cut a branch 

of the karam tree which is brought back to the village, planted and sprinkled with fertilizer 

and flowers. Karam is a festival of sisterhood, friendship and 

cultural unity, and has a close link with nature. Tribals 

essentially pray to keep their farmland green and ensure a 

rich harvest.

A little known fact is that Kunkuri in Chhattisgarh is the site of 

the second largest Catholic Church in Asia, the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary.
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(Vision Sep-Oct issue)

Congratulations to the winners

 Adelle Nazareth (5-8 yrs age group) 

Rianne Mascarenhas (8-12 years age group)  

UCDC Reports—Migrant Community Celebrates Karam Festival
Yorick Fonseca

hile parishioners celebrated Sunday, 1st Oct. as the parish feast, the migrant W community got together the same day to celebrate their very own Karam festival. 

The guest of honour and main celebrant at the 4:00pm Mass was Bishop Jashpur 

Emmanuel of Kunkuri, Chhattisgarh.

Karam is an agricultural festival rooted in tribal traditions. It is usually celebrated on the 

11th day of the full moon, and involves young people going into the forest to cut a branch 

of the karam tree which is brought back to the village, planted and sprinkled with fertilizer 

and flowers. Karam is a festival of sisterhood, friendship and 

cultural unity, and has a close link with nature. Tribals 

essentially pray to keep their farmland green and ensure a 

rich harvest.

A little known fact is that Kunkuri in Chhattisgarh is the site of 

the second largest Catholic Church in Asia, the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary.
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Baptisms (Born in Christ)

Noah Asher                         S/o. Alister & Rebecca Joseph                       18.08.2017

  

Marriages – (United in Love) 

Gunjan Thakuria & Vanessa Pinto                                                           06.08.2017

  

Deaths – (Rest in Peace)

Dorothy Parmar  43 Years                               19.10.2017 
Jean Sequeira                             79 Years                               31.10.2017
Mary Beryl Francis                    91 Years                               01.11.2017
Marie Nathaleen D'Souza         88 Years                               04.11.2017 

Joyce Fonseca                            79 Years                               05.11.2017 
Diago Gabriel D'Souza              73 Years                               08.11.2017 
Allan Erick Dennis 54 Years   29.11.2017                              
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Confessions                  
December 20th & 21st 
(Wednesday & Thursday)

7.30am  – 8.00am 
6.00pm – 7.00pm 
7.30pm – 8.30pm

December 24th, Sunday  
(Christmas Eve) 

Mass in Hindi at 4:00 pm
No 6:00pm  Mass 
Carol Singing  at 9:00pm                                               
Christmas Vigil Mass at 9:30pm on the School Grounds 
Homily preached by Dr.Fr. Maria Michael SVD

December 25th, Monday 
(Christmas Day)

Masses at 6:15am, 7:00am, 8:00am                                                
Mass in Hindi at 4:00pm                                                         
No Evening Mass 

December 28th, Thursday
(Feast of the Holy Innocents)

Blessing of Children during the 7:00pm Mass 

December 31st Sunday Feast of the Holy Family - Jesus, Mary & Joseph

December 31st, Sunday
(New Year's Eve)

No Evening Mass at 6:00pm
Thanksgiving Prayer Service inside the Church at 11:00pm 
followed by Mass at 12:00 midnight

January 1st, Monday               
(New Year's Day)

Masses at 6:15am, 7:00am, 8:00am                                      
Mass in Hindi at 4:00pm                                                         
Evening Mass at 7:00pm

2017 – CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME

We at Angel Cakes n Bakes believe in “What's on your mind is on the cake”!!! 

and go the extra mile to ensure customer delight!!!

To see our work you can visit our website 

It's Christmas we are making delicious Sweets which include Marzipan, 

Milk-cream, Cashew Toffee etc

We make cakes for all occasions from Weddings to Birthdays to Theme Parties!!!

We specialize in Customized Cakes and must say we like challenges!!!

We make marzipan goodies for Eater from Eggs to bunnies and more!!!

www.angelcakesnbakes.com

For orders & enquiries contact us on 9920993356 / 9892478743
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